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At Gable Hall School (ORTU Trust) and Sixth Form, we set homework tasks 

for all our students. We do this because we believe that it can help students to 

achieve their potential more fully than if we simply relied on study conducted 

during the timetabled curriculum. There is clear evidence that successful 

students make progress when they embrace homework, and see the clear 

purpose of the task being set. 

 

 

‘When students know that the effort they put into homework will enhance their 

participation and enjoyment of classroom learning, they become more motivated.’ Judy 

Willis, Neurologist (2015) 

 

Through homework, students become flexible independent learners able to cope 

with the demands of a future working life. 

 

‘The impact of homework on learning is consistently positive (leading to on average five 

months' additional progress). However, beneath this average there is a wide variation in 

potential impact, suggesting that how homework is set is likely to be very important.’ 

EEF, August 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Homework enables students to: 

● Consolidate and extend work covered in class or prepare for new learning activities. 

● Access resources not available in the classroom. 

● Develop research skills. 

● Have an opportunity for independent work. 

● Show progress and understanding. 

● Provide feedback in the evaluation of teaching. 

● To enhance their study skills e.g. planning, time management and self-discipline. 

● To take ownership and responsibility for learning. 

● Engage parental co-operation and support. 

● Create channels for home school dialogue. 

 

Possible homework tasks that could be set include: 

It is recognised that non written assignments are just as essential and valuable to good learning progress as 

written tasks, possible tasks could include; 

● Wider reading and note-making 

●  Research, including use of the internet, surveys or market research 

● Flipped Learning: prepare work to be completed in class, e.g. read an article, make notes, watch a 

video and answer questions etc. 

● Study and learn notes/vocabulary 

● Drafting and redrafting work 

● Watch or listen to particular TV or radio programmes, record 5 key points 

● Collect information from newspapers, etc. 

● Projects for a series of homeworks that are broken down into key success criteria 

● Preparation for presentations 

● Artistic/creative tasks, e.g. the preparation of visual or sound stimulus 

● Practising skills/concepts learned during the lesson, e.g. exam questions 

● Tasks which involve parents or other adults, e.g. interviews, testing vocabulary 

● An opportunity to provide the teacher with feedback about a topic e.g. Notes, report-back 

           Preparation, self-assessments 



 

 

● Revision in preparation for a test or assessment (trialling different revision techniques that have been 

introduced in tutor/ class) 

● Completing SAM learning tasks 

 

SHOW MY HOMEWORK - Portal 

All homework set including revision for exams will be set using the 

Show my Homework portal. 

Parents, teachers and students will be using phone app.  

For homework password issues or connectivity students/parents will be asked to visit IT Support.  

  

 

 

Homework Club 



 

 

 

To support students with their homework, Gable Hall staff facilitate a Homework Club every morning (8.00-

8.45) and after school (Mon-Thu 3.10-4.30, Fri 3.10-4.00). Separate KS3 and KS4 facilities are provided. 

 

Homework Allocation 

 

Year 7-8 students should spend at least 45 minutes completing homework per subject per week, with Core 

Subjects (English, Maths and Science) having two homeworks per week. Year 7 have a 50% timetable 

reduction up until Christmas)  

Year’s 9 – 11 students should spend approximately 1-2 hours per week per subject (minimum). Again the 

Core subjects will have two homeworks 

KS5: A level: A minimum of 6 hour’s homework for each subject per week 

 

Sanctions 

 

When homework is not completed, teachers should initially support the student and ensure the tasks set 

meet the student's needs. If this is so, then sanctions should be used. 

● Class teacher - discussion and negotiation with student, imposition, informing parents via InTouch or 

phone call. 

● Head of Department - discussion and negotiation with referred student, imposition, informing parents 

by diary. Letter to parents and detention if necessary. 

● Tutors – must through termly Data drops, identify students with homework problems across several 

curriculum areas and intervene where they see fit. Un-resolved problems should be relayed to the 

Head of year where the student will receive sanctions or support where appropriate. 

● Incentives 

High quality homework and a good work ethos should be sensitively praised in class. 

Where appropriate, homework should be included in display work. Credits and rewards for achievement 

and sustained effort may be awarded for good homework. For exceptional pieces of homework, a faculty 

letter or postcard may be sent home. 

● The Role of Parents/Guardians 

Parents/Guardians should appreciate that homework is an important activity and that they have a key role 

to play in ensuring that homework will be completed to the best of their child’s ability. 

 

 



 

 

The Role of Parents/Guardians  
 

Students are encouraged to provide practical support for homework by: 

 

● Establishing a routine whereby homework is given a recognized place in home life, 

● Discussing homework with the young person regularly, 

● Checking to see what homework has been set on the SHOW MY HOMEWORK portal via a 

computer or via the app. 

● Providing an appropriate place where study can be undertaken. 

● Encourage students to attend target intervention sessions when invited. 

 

 

The Role of Students 
 

Students will: 

 

● Recognise the value of homework and be made aware of its capacity to improve learning 

● Be encouraged to use study planners to ensure that their workload is as evenly spread as possible 

● Meet the expectation of staff that homework will be completed and returned on time 

● Make use of the support available to them 

● Be made aware of the consequences of non-completion and/or non-return of homework. 

 

 

The Role of the Class Teacher 

The class teacher controls the direction of homework and the nature of tasks undertaken. 

The teacher will: 

● Set homework according to the timetable using the “Showmyhomework” portal. 

● Provide the stimulus e.g. video, work sheet, web page etc. 

● Give full and comprehensive instructions. 

● Set deadlines for completed work and ensure that they are met. 

● Mark and return all homework promptly. 

● Provide help and support. 

● Inform the parents, Head of Department and Form tutor as appropriate, when problems arise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


