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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance and procedure to ensure the Federation 
School Dog is of benefit to the whole community in a safe and structured manner. 
 
Pupils can benefit educationally and emotionally, increase their understanding of 
responsibility and develop empathy and nurturing skills through contact with a dog. 
In addition to these benefits, pupils take great enjoyment from interaction with a dog. 
 
Policy 
 
‘Stanley’ is the Ortu Federation School Dog and he is based 2 days a week at Ortu Gable 
Hall School – Tuesday and Wednesday. Stanley is owned by Mrs Louise Vaamonde.  
Stanley is a Labrador and he was chosen for his very mild temperament and trainability.  
He is fully inoculated and has monthly flea and worming treatments.  He has also worked 
with a behaviourist and has attended obedience and agility training. 
 
Informing the School Community 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually.  A parent questionnaire will be sent home to every 
family to inform them the Federation has a school dog based at Ortu Gable Hall.  Although 
there are many benefits to the school community of a school dog the overriding focus will 
always be around the needs of the pupils.  If the case arises that a pupil has a significant 
medical or emotional reaction to Stanley the Principal of the school will instruct Stanley 
does not attend school.  
 
Any new pupil joining the school mid-year will be informed of the school dog and the 
procedures. 
 
Stanley’s Role in the School 
 
Stanley is a School Dog.  He supports learning in Animal Welfare lessons with his owner 
Mrs Louise Vaamonde. Stanley also supports pupils with their emotional well-being and 
development of their self-esteem.   
 
Procedures: 
 
It is essential that all procedures are followed.   
 

• Stanley will be kept on a lead when moving between classrooms, on a walk and 
when pupils are in the class.  Stanley has a designated area – either in his pen or on 
his lead which is attached under the class teacher’s desk.  A specially designed pen 
has been installed within the classrooms in which Stanley will be kept in whilst he is 
resting.  He will be under the full control and supervision of an adult at all times. 
Stanley may be let off lead in the class if no pupils are present and the class door is 
closed.  A sign should be on the door to knock and wait for Stanley to be put back on 
his lead before entering.  
 

• Stanley should have access to fresh water at all times.  Stanley should not be fed in 
school except for occasional treats. 
 

• Pupils must never be left alone with Stanley and there must be appropriate adult 



 

 

supervision at all times when Stanley is present with pupils. 
 

• Pupils should be reminded of what is appropriate behaviour around Stanley. Pupils 
should remain calm around Stanley.  They should not make sudden movements and 
must never stare into Stanley’s eyes as this could be threatening for Stanley. Pupils 
should not to put their face near Stanley and should always approach him standing 
up. Pupils should never go near or disturb Stanley when he is sleeping or eating. 
Pupils must not be allowed to play too roughly with Stanley. If Stanley is surrounded 
by a large number of pupils, Stanley could become nervous and agitated. Therefore 
the adult in charge of Stanley must ensure that she monitors the situation. 
 

• Dogs express their feelings through their body language. Growling or baring of teeth 
indicate that a dog is feeling angry or threatened. Flattened ears, tail lowered or 
between their legs, hiding behind their owner, whining or growling are signs that a 
dog is frightened or nervous. If Stanley is displaying any of these warning signs he 
should be immediately removed from that particular situation or environment. 
 

• Pupils should not feed, or eat close or in the vicinity to Stanley. 
 

• Pupils should always wash their hands or at least use hand sanitising gel after 
handling Stanley. 
 

• It is the responsibility of Stanley’s owner to clear up any foul and dispose of 
hygienically.   
 

• Stanley’s owner is also responsible for the cleaning of Stanley’s bedding and pen at 
least every half term however more regularly during wet weather.  Stanley should be 
groomed regularly to ensure loose hair is minimised. Mrs Louise Vaamonde will also 
ensure Stanley’s water bowl is cleaned daily.  
 

• If Stanley is ill he will not be allowed in school. 
 

• Stanley’s owner has pet insurance and the Ortu Federation has liability insurance for 
Stanley being in school. 

 
Actions 
 
If someone reports having an issue with Stanley, this information must be reported to the 
Principal or Senior Vice-Principal as soon as possible. All concerns will be responded to. 
 
School Dog Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Q Who is the legal owner of the dog and who pays for its costs?  
A The legal owner of the dog will be Mrs Louise Vaamnde; she will bear the costs 
associated with owning the dog; the school budget will support insurance. 
 
Q Has a risk assessment been undertaken?  
A Yes, we have carefully considered having a dog in school and sought advice from many 
sources, including other schools that successfully have a school dog. 
 
 
 
Q Who is responsible for training?  



 

 

A Mrs Louise Vaamonde will be the legal owner of Stanley and as a result, will be 
responsible for his training.  
 
Q How will the dog be toileted to ensure hygiene for all?  
A In the interest of health and hygiene our school dog will be toileted when taken out for 
short walks in the grounds. Only his owner will clear this away appropriately leaving no 
trace on the ground, cleaning the area with disinfectant if needed. Our policy of no dogs in 
the playground is still applicable as we are unable to put effective control measures in place 
that guarantee temperament and safety when pupils come into unsupervised contact with 
unknown dogs.  
 
Q How will the dog’s welfare be considered?  
A Stanley will be walked regularly and given free time.  
 
Q How will this be managed where pupils have allergies?  
A Pupils will not need to touch Stanley, which will relieve the possibility of allergic reactions. 
We already manage a number of allergies at school and this will be no different for pupils 
and adults that are allergic to dogs. Individual needs will always be met and we are happy 
to work with parents to put additional control measures in place for individual allergies. The 
breed of dog is known for minimal moulting, he is given a high quality food and regularly 
groomed to reduce any possibility of allergens.  However the needs of the pupil will always 
come first and if required Stanley will not been in school. 
 
Q My child is frightened of dogs; how will you manage this?  
A Access to Stanley is carefully managed and supervised and pupils do not need to have 
close contact with it unless permission for this has been given. We hope to work closely 
with parents of pupils who are fearful of dogs to alleviate their fear and to teach them how 
to manage this. 
 
Risk Assessment 
 
Hazard Risk Risk 

Category 
1 (low) –  
5 (high) 

Likelihood 
1 (low) – 
5 (high) 

Control in Place 

Dog getting over 
excited when 
interacting with 
pupils. 

Child scratched by 
dog 
 
Child bitten by dog 

3 
 
 
3 

2 
 
 
2 

• Stanley will always be in the 
care of a responsible adult.  

• Pupils are not left with the 
dog unsupervised. 

• Stanley will always be on a 
lead when he is out of his 
pen.  

• Pupils have been, and 
continue to be, taught the 
impact of their actions. 
Education of this nature is 
continually given to the pupils. 

• Pupils will be taught what to 
do to prevent over stimulating 
or upsetting the dog and how 
to remain calm around him.   

• Pupils and adults will be 
reminded not to touch 
Stanley’s mouth, head and 
rear end. 



 

 

• Stanley will attend the vets’ 
regularly to make sure he is in 
good health. 

The dog gets 
loose from his pen 
or from his lead. 

Child scratched, or 
bitten by dog 

1 2 • Stanley’s pen in the 
classroom can be used to 
keep Stanley.  

• Pupils and staff are taught not 
to tease him or taunt through 
the pen.  

• If Stanley does get loose his 
owner and handler will call for 
support from SLT who will 
come and put the dog back 
on his lead. 

• Stanley will always be on his 
lead when around pupils 

Dog hair causing 
allergies  

Pupils have 
allergic reactions 

2 3 • Parents have been asked to 
inform the school of any 
known allergies prior to 
introduction of the dog to 
school.  

• Pupils will have the 
opportunity to interact with 
Stanley as they wish and 
those with allergies would be 
able to opt out of interaction. 

• Pupils will be taught to wash 
their hands after active 
participation with Stanley. 

Pupils getting 
germs from the 
dog. 

Pupils/staff will 
contract diseases 
that can be carried 
by dogs 

1 1 • Should the dog defecate on 
the school site his owner will 
clear this up immediately and 
dispose of it in a safe manner 

• All immunisations (including 
rabies vaccination) are kept 
up to date in accordance with 
European Pet Passport 
scheme and the school keeps 
a register of this. 

• Flea treatment is carried out 
at monthly intervals. Worming 
treatment is carried out 
compliant with European Vet 
guidelines, at 3 monthly 
intervals. 

Claim is made 
against school re: 
behaviour of the 
dog. 

School not 
adequately 
covered financially 

1 1 • The school has public liability 
insurance. 

 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 


