
KS4 Curriculum Map
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
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TOPIC
KO12, 11, 10,3
Psychological Problems
Characteristics of
mental health,

Cultural variations
Increased challenges
of modern living, eg
isolation.

Increased recognition
of the nature of mental
health problems
stigma.

Individual effects, eg
damage to
relationships,
difficulties coping with
day to day life,
negative impact on
physical wellbeing.

Social effects, eg need
for more social care,
increased crime rates,
implications for the
economy.

KO12, 11, 10,3
Development

Neural structures in the
womb, of brain stem,
thalamus, cerebellum
and cortex, reflecting
the development of
autonomic functions,
sensory processing,
movement and
cognition.

The roles of nature and
nurture.

Piaget’s Theory of
Cognitive Development
including concepts of
assimilation and
accommodation.

The four stages of
development:
sensorimotor,
pre-operational,
concrete operational
and formal operational.
McGarrigle and
Donaldson’s ‘naughty

KO12, 11, 10,3
Memory

Different types of
memory: episodic
memory, semantic
memory and
procedural memory.

How memories are
encoded and stored.

The multi-store model
of memory: sensory,
short term and long
term.

Features of each store:
coding, capacity,
duration.

Primacy and recency
effects in recall: the
effects of serial
position.

Murdock’s serial
position curve study.

The Theory of
Reconstructive

KO3,2,1
Research Methods

Null hypothesis and
alternative hypothesis
Independent variable,
dependent variable,
extraneous variables.

Target populations,
samples and sampling
methods and how to
select samples using
these methods:
random opportunity,
systematic, stratified.
Strengths and
weaknesses of each
sampling method.

the experimental
method (experimental
designs,)

laboratory experiments
field and natural
experiments
interviews
questionnaires

KO6,5
Perception

The difference between
sensation and
perception
Monocular depth cues:
height in plane, relative
size, occlusion and
linear perspective.

Binocular depth cues:
retinal disparity,
convergence.

Role of motion parallax
in everyday perception.

Explanations for visual
illusions: ambiguity,
misinterpreted depth
cues, fiction, size
constancy.

Perception uses
inferences from visual
cues and past
experience to

KO 11,9,8,7,4
Research Methods

Project

Research Methods

The use of
standardised
procedures,
instructions to
participants,
randomisation,
allocation to
conditions,
counterbalancing and
extraneous variables
(including explaining
the effect of
extraneous variables
and how to control for
them).

How research should
be planned, taking into
consideration the
reliability and/or validity
of:

sampling methods



Differences between
unipolar depression,
bipolar depression and
sadness.

Theories of depression

Interventions or
therapies for
depression

Characteristics of
addiction

Theories of addiction

Interventions or
therapies for addiction

teddy study’; Hughes’
‘policeman doll study’.

Dweck’s Mindset
Theory of learning
fixed mindset and
growth mindset. The
role of praise and
self-efficacy beliefs in
learning.

Learning styles
Willingham’s Learning
Theory and his
criticism of learning
styles.

Memory, including the
concept of ‘effort after
meaning’.

Bartlett’s War of the
Ghosts study.

Factors affecting the
accuracy of memory,
including interference,
context and false
memories.

case studies
observation studies
(including categories of
behaviour and
inter-observer
reliability).
An understanding of
association between
two variables and the
use of scatter diagrams
to show possible
correlational
relationships.

The strengths and
weaknesses of
correlations.

Computation of
formulae is not
required.

construct a model of
reality.

Perceptual set and the
effects of the following
factors affecting
perception: culture,
motivation, emotion,
expectation.

The Gilchrist and
Nesberg study of
motivation and the
Bruner and Minturn
study of perceptual
set.

experimental designs
quantitative and
qualitative methods

Homework
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TOPIC
KO11,9,8,7,6,5,4
Brain &
Neuropsychology

Structure and function
of the nervous system.
The James-Lange
theory of emotion.

Neuron structure and
function
Sensory, relay and
motor neurons.
Synaptic transmission:
release and reuptake of
neurotransmitters.
Excitation and
inhibition. An
understanding of how
these processes
interact.

Hebb's theory of
learning and neuronal
growth.

Structure and function
of the brain

KO 11,9,8,7,4

Social Influence

Social factors (group
size, anonymity and
task difficulty) and
dispositional factors
(personality, expertise)
affect conformity to
majority influence.

Asch’s study of
conformity

Milgram’s Agency
theory

Dispositional factors
affecting obedience
including Adorno’s
theory of the
Authoritarian
Personality.

Bystander behaviour

Piliavin’s subway
study.

Prosocial and
antisocial behaviour in

KO12, 11, 10,3

Language, Thought &
Communication

Piaget’s theory:
language depends on
thought.

The Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis: thinking
depends on language.

Variation in recall of
events and recognition
of colours, eg in Native
American cultures.

Von Frisch’s bee study.

Properties of human
communication not
present in animal
communication

Definitions of
non-verbal
communication and
verbal communication.

Functions of eye
contact including

Course Revision



Brain structure: frontal
lobe, temporal lobe,
parietal lobe, occipital
lobe and cerebellum.

Basic function of these
structures.

Localisation of function
in the brain: motor,
somatosensory, visual,
auditory and language
areas.

Penfield’s study of the
interpretive cortex.

crowds: identification
and explanation of how
social factors (social
loafing, deindividuation
and culture)

regulating flow of
conversation,

Body language &
Personal space
including cultural,
status and gender
differences.
Darwin’s evolutionary
theory of non-verbal
communication as
evolved and adaptive.

Evidence that
non-verbal behaviour is
innate, eg in neonates
and the sensory
deprived.

Evidence that
non-verbal behaviour is
learned. Yuki’s study of
emoticons.

Homework


