
 

KS3 Scheme of Work Overview 
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Basic Historical Skills 
1. Being an effective 
historian 
2. Managing time 
3. Avoiding historical 
mistakes 
4. Using evidence 
5. Reconstructing the 
past 
6. Recognising 
interpretations 

The Roman Republic 
1. Romulus and Remus 
2. War with Carthage 
3. Hannibal Barca 
4. The role of the Senate 
 

Roman Life 
1. Daily life in Ancient 
Rome 
2. Emperor Caesar 
3. Emperor Augustus 
4. Interview with a 
gladiator 
 

The Roman Empire 
1. The Roman invasion of 
Britain 
2. The importance of 
Colchester 
3. The fall of the Empire 
4. The legacy of the 
Romans 
 

Medieval Power 
1. Contenders for the 
throne 
2. The Battle of Stamford 
Bridge 
3. The Battle of Hastings 
4. Motte and bailey 
castles 
5. Stone keep castles 
6. Concentric castles 
7. Law and order 
8. Norman punishment 

Medieval Life 
1. Life in a Medieval 
village 
2. Life in a Medieval 
town 
3. The importance of the 
Church 
4. Medieval medicine 
5. Medieval pastimes 
 

Assessment 

Formative: 
Q1.Give two things you can infer . . .  
Q2.Give two things you can infer . . .  

Key Words Unit 1 
Key Words Unit 2 

Summative: 
7S1 – chronological understanding; cause and 

consequence; evidence 

Formative: 
Q3.Describe two features of . . .  
Q4.Describe two features of . . .  

Key Words Unit 3 
Key Words Unit 4 

Summative: 
7S2 –  chronological understanding; cause and 

consequence; interpretations 

Formative: 
Q5.How could you follow up . . . 
Q6.How could you follow up . . . 

Key Words Unit 5 
Key Words Unit 6 

Summative: 
7S3 –   interpretations; evidence; change and 

continuity 

Homework 

Research Project 1: 
Basic Historical Skills: Investigating the Tollund 

Mystery. 
Communication of Knowledge: 

Key Words Units 1 and 2 

Research Project 2: 
Roman Life: Travel Guide to Imperial Rome circa 120 

AD. 
Communication of Knowledge: 

Key Words Units 3 and 4 

Research Project 3: 
The Middle Ages: A presentation - Investigating the 

development of castles in the 11th and 12th Centuries. 
Communication of Knowledge: 

Key Words Units 5 and 6 
Golden Threads 

 
 

Literacy 

• Assess the quality and reliability of 
information to verify accuracy 

• Read a range of source material and 
understand its message 

• Select key information from a range of 
source material 

• Form inferences based on historical 
interpretations of the past 

 

• Use source evidence to distinguish between 
fact and opinion 

• Summarise key information from a range of 
source material 

• Compare historical interpretations on the 
same topic 

• Assess the validity of differing historical 
interpretations 

 

• Form a judgement using formal language 
• Support a judgement with relevant 

contextual evidence  
• Select and organise a range of source 

material 
• Use paragraphs to structure an argument 

 



 
 
 

Numeracy 

• Identify information relevant to the enquiry 
focus 

• Interpret mathematical information 
accurately  

• Use the appropriate notation, symbols and 
units of measurement 

• Use appropriate strategies to apply own 
knowledge 

• Estimate answers to calculations by 
rounding 

• Use ratio and proportion including map 
scales 

• Construct graphs and diagrams to represent 
key data 

• Recognise the importance of scale 
• Interpret diagrams and graphs accurately  
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The Tudors: 1485-1558 
1. Tudor society 
2. Tudor religion 
3. Henry VIII’s wives 
4. The break with Rome - causes 
5. The break with Rome - changes 
6.  The break with Rome - consequences 

The Tudors: 1558-1603 
1. Elizabeth as monarch 
2. The Virgin Queen 
3. Elizabeth’s Religious 
Settlement 
4. The Spanish Armada 

 

The Stuarts 
1. The first Stuart King – 
James I 
2. The Gunpowder Plot 
3. Charles I 
4. Causes of the Civil War 
5. Roundheads versus 
Cavaliers 
6. Consequences of the 
Civil War 
7. The Great Fire of 
London 

Black Peoples of the Americas 
1. Discrimination 
2. Origins of slavery 
3. The middle passage 
4. Slave auctions 
5. Work on a plantation 
6. Life on a plantation 
7. The 54th regiment 
8. Abolition of slavery 
9. Life after slavery 
10. Civil rights in the 1950s 
 

Assessment 

Formative: 
Q7.Study Interpretations G&H . . .  
Q8.Study Interpretations G&H . . .  

Key Words Unit 7 
Key Words Unit 8 

Summative: 
8S1 – interpretations; cause and consequence; 

evidence 

Formative: 
Q9.Explain two consequences of . . .  

Q10.Explain two consequences of . . .  
Key Words Unit 9 

Key Words Unit 10 
Summative: 

8S2 – cause and consequence; evidence; change and 
continuity 

Formative: 
Q11.How useful are sources . . .  
Q12.How useful are sources . . .  

Key Words Unit 11 
Key Words Unit 12 

Summative: 
8S3 – cause and consequence; evidence; 

interpretations 

Homework 

Research Project 4: 
The Tudor Age- problems with piracy: Investigating 

the lives of pirates in the Tudor Age (1780s). 
Communication of Knowledge: 

Key Words Units 7 and 8 

Research Project 5: 
The Great Plague-a brochure: Investigating the lives 

of those living in the 17th century. 
Communication of Knowledge: 

Key Words Units 9 and 10 

Research Project 6: 
Black Peoples of the Americas-a speech: 

Investigating the reasons for the abolition of the 
slave trade. 

Communication of Knowledge: 
Key Words Units 11 and 12 

Golden Threads 
 
 
 

Literacy 

• Assess the utility and reliability a range of 
source evidence  

• Read a range of source material and 
understand its message 

• Use source evidence to form a judgement 
on utility  

• Assess the limitations placed on historians 
and the impact of bias 

• Form a reasoned judgement using formal 
language 

• Support a reasoned judgement with relevant 
contextual evidence  



 
• Select and compare information from a 

range of source material 
• Form inferences based on historical 

interpretations of the past 
• Assess key themes to identify cause and 

consequence 

• Synthesise key information from a range of 
source material 

• Compare a range of historical 
interpretations on the same topic 

• Assess the validity of differing historical 
interpretations 

• Select and organise a range of relevant 
source material as evidence 

• Use paragraphs to structure an extended 
argument 

• Make links between key causes and assess 
their impact 

 
 
 
 

Numeracy 

• Identify a range of information relevant to 
the enquiry focus 

• Interpret and display mathematical 
information accurately  

• Draw conclusions from data and assess its 
level of reliability  

• Use the appropriate notation, symbols and 
units of measurement 

• Select and construct appropriate charts and 
diagrams  
 

• Use appropriate strategies to apply a range 
of own knowledge 

• Use the appropriate notation, symbols and 
units of measurement 

• Estimate answers to calculations by 
rounding 

• Use ratio and proportion including map 
scales 

• Know the basic principles of budgeting, 
saving and borrowing 

 

• Construct graphs and diagrams to represent 
a range of key data 

• Recognise the importance of scale 
• Interpret diagrams and graphs accurately 
• Interpret and display mathematical 

information accurately  
• Draw conclusions from data to form a 

judgement 
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The Industrial 
Revolution 

1. Impact of the 
Revolution 
2. Inventors of the 
Revolution 
3. Conditions in factories 
4. Living in an industrial 
town 
 

Jack the Ripper 
1. Victims of the Ripper 
2. Character of the Ripper 
3. The value of witness statements 
4. Limitations of the Metropolitan Police force 
5. Identity of the Ripper 
 

The Holocaust 
1. Rights and responsibilities 
2. People affected by the Holocaust 
3. The impact of anti-Semitism 
4. Protest against Nazi rule 
5. Kristallnacht 
6. The ghettoization of the Jews 
7. The changing treatment of the Jews 
8. The T4 Euthanasia programme 
9. The ‘Final Solution’ 
10. Resistance to the Holocaust 
11. Participation in the Holocaust 
12. Remembering the Holocaust 
13. Portrayal of the Holocaust 
14. Responsibility for the Holocaust 

World War One 
1. Causes of World War 
One 
2. Trench warfare 
3. Life in the trenches 
4. Censorship in World 
War One 
5. The battle of the 
Somme 
6. The end of World War 
One 
 



 

 

Assessment 

Formative: 
Q13.Explain why . . .   

Q14.Explain the importance of . . .   
Key Words Unit 13 
Key Words Unit 14 

Summative: 
9S1 – interpretations; evidence 

 

Formative: 
Q15. Explain the importance of . . .   

Q16. How far do you agree . . . 
Key Words Unit 15 
Key Words Unit 16 

Summative: 
9S2 – cause and consequence; evidence; 

communication of knowledge 

Formative: 
Q17. How far do you agree . . . 
Q18. How far do you agree . . . 

Key Words Unit 17 
Key Words Unit 18 

Summative: 
9S3 – interpretations; chronological understanding; 

evidence 

Homework 

Research Project 7: 
The Industrial Age-An Encyclopaedia Entry: 

Investigating the experiences of child labour in 
Victorian factories.  

Communication of Knowledge: 
Key Words Units 13 and 14 

Research Project 8: 
The Holocaust-a memorial: Investigating the 

mistreatment of the Jews. 
Communication of Knowledge: 

Key Words Units 15 and 16 
 

Research Project 9: 
A World War One-A letter from the trenches: 

Investigating the experiences of soldiers on the 
Western Front. 

Communication of Knowledge: 
Key Words Units 17 and 18 

Golden Threads 
 
 
 
 

Literacy 

• Assess the utility and reliability a range of 
source evidence  

• Read a range of source material and 
understand its message 

• Assess the provenance of source material to 
analyse purpose 

• Compare and contrast details from a range 
of source material 

• Form supported inferences based on 
historical interpretations 

• Assess key themes to identify multi-causal 
links 

• Assess source evidence to form a reasoned 
judgement on utility  

• Assess source provenance to analyse 
reliability  

• Assess the limitations placed on historians 
and the impact of bias 

• Synthesise detailed information from a range 
of source material 

• Compare and contrast a range of historical 
interpretations 

• Assess the validity of differing historical 
interpretations 

• Form a reasoned judgement using formal 
language 

• Support a reasoned judgement with relevant 
contextual evidence 

• Form a balanced argument using precise 
supporting evidence 

• Select and organise a range of relevant 
source material as evidence 

• Use paragraphs to structure an extended 
argument 

• Make and explain links between key causes 
and assess their impact 

 
 
 
 
Numeracy 

• Identify a range of precise evidence relevant 
to the enquiry focus 

• Select relevant and precise evidence to test 
different hypotheses 

• Compare data and assess its level of 
reliability 

• Draw conclusions from data to form a 
reasoned judgement  

• Identify patterns and predict future trends 
• Use the appropriate notation, symbols and 

units of measurement 
 

• Use appropriate strategies to apply a range 
of contextual evidence 

• Use the appropriate notation, symbols and 
units of measurement 

• Estimate answers to calculations by 
rounding 

• Draw conclusions from data to form a 
reasoned judgement 

• Use ratio and proportion including map 
scales 

• Know the key principles of borrowing and 
the risks involved 

• Construct graphs and diagrams to represent 
a range of key data 

• Select relevant and precise evidence to test 
different hypotheses 

• Recognise the importance of scale 
• Interpret a range of diagrams and graphs 

accurately 
• Interpret and display mathematical 

information accurately  
• Draw conclusions from data to form a 

reasoned judgement 
 


