
G A B L E  H A L L  S C H O O L  P R O S P E C T U S

School
A Specialist 11-18 Performing Arts College

PART OF THE STANFORD & CORRINGHAM SCHOOLS TRUST

GableHallGableHall



A warm  
welcome
from the Principal

Welcome to Gable Hall School. We 
are proud that our school has always 
been at the heart of producing 
Thurrock’s next generation of 
leaders - well-qualified, confident, 
happy and resilient.

At Gable Hall School, we know 
that helping shape students’ 
lives and turning aspirations 
to reality, have rewards 
that include, but transcend 
academic excellence.

Gable Hall School is an exceptionally 
harmonious and high-achieving learning 
community in which children and young 
people experience a stimulating, challenging 
and supportive learning journey through 
their secondary and post-secondary years. 
Staff and parents work hard together to 
create a caring and mutually respectful 
ethos, which is traditional and yet prepares 
students well for the demands of the 21st 
Century. High standards are important here. 
In everything, we endeavour to do and be, we 
only accept our best. 

Our highly personalised curriculum; 
exceptional extra-curricular opportunities; 
student leadership culture, and sound 
attainment make Gable Hall a very exciting 
place in which to learn, work and play. High 
quality teaching and pastoral care, together 
with students who really want to do well for 
themselves, combine to make Gable Hall a 
truly unique school.

We and our staff are committed and 
determined to uphold and promote the 
long established high standards which 
have ensured that our students progress 
confidently to college, university and 
employment, with the knowledge, skills 
and attributes they need to lead successful, 
positive and productive lives.

We hope this prospectus provides you with an 
insight into what makes Gable Hall such a 
special place for your child.

Mr Ceri Evans
Principal
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Messages from

The Chairman of  
the Trust Board  
of the Stanford  
and Corringham 
Schools Trust

The Chief Executive 
Officer of the Trust 
Board of the Stanford 
and Corringham 
Schools Trust

On behalf of the Trust Board, I would 
like to welcome all of our new parents 
to Gable Hall School.  

I am sure that you will find this latest 
edition of the prospectus useful and 
informative not only for now, but as the 
school year progresses.

We are extremely proud of Gable Hall 
School.  Conversion to Academy status 
has strengthened its access to resources 
for learning and our very positive Ofsted 
Inspection has cemented the good 
reputation of Gable Hall School in the local 
community and further afield.

Our Principal, Mr Stokes, our Senior 
leadership and Middle leadership team 
together with all our staff, both teaching 
and support staff, unite in their passion for 
student achievement and wellbeing and 
value their close working partnership with 
parents.

Teaching at Gable Hall is of a very high 
quality every day.  Behaviour for learning 
is excellent and relationships are warm and 
aspirational.  High standards permeate our 
school culture.  

Mr Steve Nash
Chairman of the Stanford  
& Corringham Schools Trust

I would like to welcome you warmly 
to Gable Hall School which is a proud 
partner within the Stanford and 
Corringham Schools Trust.  

Our family of schools exist to ensure that 
every child receives the best education 
and the widest available opportunities for 
achievement and social accomplishment 
possible, in preparation for life in the 21st 
Century.

Our children are our greatest treasure and 
all schools within the Trust work closely 
together to ensure that their entitlement 
to success is fulfilled every day, everywhere 
and in every way.

As a Trust, we believe that we have the 
ability to make a difference in your child’s 
life and are morally bound to work in 
partnership with you to do so.  We look 
forward to working with you to make that 
difference, beginning today.

Dr Sophina Asong
Chief Executive Officer
The Stanford & Corringham 
Schools Trust
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To create a world class learning community 
in which all feel challenged and valued,where 
performance is improved and potential achieved, 
where success is celebrated and where there is a 
healthy respect for the environment.  

Our Values

Emerged from our students as part of the 
Investors in People process in 2015.  The values 
are lived every day and the logo is displayed all 
around Gable Hall and was co-opted by the Trust 
in the same year.   

Since then, Corringham Primary has translated 
integrity into compassion, honesty and courage in 
order to make the values age appropriate.
Hassenbrook Academy adopted this as part of 
novation in September 2016. 

Our Vision
Be only your best

G A B L E  H A L L  S C H O O L  P R O S P E C T U S



G A B L E  H A L L  S C H O O L  P R O S P E C T U S

Systems for 
checking on the 
quality of teaching 
are well developed 
and effective.
(Ofsted 2014)

Our Mission

To use the strengths within the Trust’s academies 
to raise achievement for all students and to enhance 
the role of members’ school as resources for the 
community.   We are passionate advocates of the 
power of partnership working to transform both 
educational and social outcomes for children for the 
better.  Together, we have the capacity to make a 
difference and are morally bound to do so.



G A B L E  H A L L  S C H O O L  P R O S P E C T U S

Students and teachers are 
clear about how well they are 
doing and what they need to 
do to improve. (Ofsted 2014)



Learning and Teaching is at the heart of 
everything we do.

Gable Hall teachers are extremely ambitious for 
our students and are highly skilled in ensuring 
that all students - be they gifted, talented, with 
special needs or of average ability -  are challenged 
and supported to achieve. The fundaments of 
our teaching rests on the Good to Great Charter 
which ensures that expectations are as consistent 
as possible for the students across the curriculum

We invest in our teachers. Our dedicated 
programme of differentiated and personalised 
teacher development equips staff with up to date 
and effective pedagogy.

Well planned lessons, which have been 
differentiated to match our learners’ needs, help 
us to secure high levels of progress. Engaging 
and inspiring lessons help to make the buzz for 
learning, noticeable around the school.

Regular assessments, target setting and timely 
interventions through assertive mentoring and 
coaching programmes ensure that our students 
make consistently good progress with their 
learning. Students spend a dedicated amount 
of time throughout the year discussing their 
progress with their Form Tutor. Success is 
celebrated heartily across the school in a variety 
of ways, culminating in the KS3, KS4, Celebration 
of Achievement evenings, Performing Arts Awards 
evenings and PE Awards evening.

We value and understand the role that parents 
and carers play in their children’s education and 
do our utmost to support this. Regular Progress 
and Praise letters are sent home to parents to 
supplement face-to-face meetings at Parent 
Evenings. We welcome feedback and involvement 
from parents and carers and the local community.
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Learning
and Teaching

The curriculum is broad, balanced and promotes 
students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development (Ofsted 2014)
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At Gable Hall we offer a broad and balanced and 
highly-personalised curriculum that provides all 
students, from year 7 to year 13, with a personalised 
learning pathway that gives them the opportunity to 
succeed. From French to Functional Skills, History 
to Health and Social Care, Business Studies to 
Biology and Sociology to Science, our curriculum 
meets the needs of all our learners whatever their 
age, ability or aspiration. Our curriculum includes 
courses from level 1 to level 3.  A recent addition 
being Motor Vehicle Construction.

As a specialist school, Performing Arts underpin 
our curriculum and develop our students to be 
confident, successful learners.  A further focus on 
Personal Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS)and 
Social Moral Spiritual Cultural (SMSC) education 
ensures that our students are independent and 
socially responsible young people. 

Every student has the right to succeed, and 
therefore we are proud of our inclusive approach, 
supporting all students through stretch and 
challenge; small group interventions; academic 
dialogue; learning conversations; personalised 
programmes; one to one mentoring and additional 
classroom support where applicable.

Learning does not just take place at school, 
however. We make use of new technology to 
enhance our curriculum with extended study 
projects and on-line programmes such as SAM 
Learning to be completed at home.

A Personalised,  
Diverse Curriculum
for the 21st Century

There is a high degree of consistency in the 
way targets are set for students and the use of 
assessment is accurate in telling students and 
parents how well they are doing. (Ofsted 2014)  



Our Extra-Curricular Offer
There are extensive opportunities for students 
to take part in a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities before school, at lunch and after school.  
From Art to Aerobics, Sport to Socialisation, our 
extra-curricular provision caters for all interests 
and talents. There are numerous sports clubs; 
opportunities in the performing arts both on stage 
or behind the scenes; music groups; book clubs; 
film club; cooking clubs and of course homework 
club. At the last count there were 45 well-attended 
clubs attracting students with a wide range of 
talents or none! Year 7 pupils attend a Fresher’s 
Fayre in their first term to sign up for the wealth 
of extra-curricular clubs available. Attendance at 
extra-curricular clubs is tracked and monitored 
with pupils being rewarded for their commitment.  
This enables us to ensure that all students take 
up the social opportunities which clubs offer.

School Trips and Visits
A key part of our extra- curricular ethos is the 
contribution exposure to travel excursions and 
trips make towards enriching both the curriculum 
and the lives of our students. Our traditional 
trips include visits to France, Germany, Spain, 
New York, a ski trip, a water sports trip, camping, 
leadership and numerous reward trips as well as 
several visits to museums, shows, art galleries and 
exhibitions, mostly in central London.
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Actions to ensure students are 
kept safe in and around school are 
outstanding.  Parents are positive 
their children are happy and safe. 

(Ofsted 2014)
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Behaviour
for learning

The school’s pastoral team 
Form Tutors play a pivotal role, together with 
Heads of Year, Student Voice Co-ordinators and 
Pastoral Managers in ensuring that at all stages 
of students’ school lives they have the support, 
advice and guidance needed for developing and 
coping with rapid change: Beginning at transition 
with age-related tutor groups in Year 7, moving to 
vertical forms; helping students with KS4 options. 
In Year 11 forms once again become age-related in 
order to offer targeted intervention for English, 
Maths and Science as well as support with 6th 
Form choices.   

Form Tutors have the overview of all students 
in their class and are the first contact between 
school and home.

Each year group is monitored closely by their 
respected Head of Year.  They will have both a 
pastoral and academic overview of all student 
performance including attendance, punctuality 
and behaviour. Pupils not reaching or maintaining 
progress expectations, are identified early and 
supported to achieve.

Students behave well in 
and out of lessons. They 
have positive attitudes to 
learning. Students enjoy 
coming to school. They are 
punctual and attendance
is above average. 
(Ofsted 2014)
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A Stimulating
Learning Environment
An essential part of our ethos of putting student 
wellbeing at the heart of everything we do is the 
attention we pay to a beautiful, calm, purposeful 
and celebratory physical and psychological 
environment.

We pay attention to every aspect of our school 
environment from corridors to classrooms, 
sporting to leisure facilities, a focus on a broad 
Performing Arts offer (7 subjects: Drama, Music, 
Art, Music Technology, Dance, Photography and 
Textiles).  We are very fortunate to be able to 
offer our students four tennis courts, a Multi-Use 
Games Area, three netball courts, 5 acres of green 
fields for rugby and football (or for picnics), a 
running track, a County specification grade Sports 
Hall, a fitness suite and Dance Studio as well as a 
fully equipped radio station.

At Gable Hall Information Technology is fully 
embedded in day to day learning.  You will find 
two fully IMAC equipped music classrooms, a 
photo studio designed to A Level and industry 
standard as well as an industry standard media 
suite.  Those specialist facilities come above and 
beyond integrated ICT for 20% of our population 
100% of the time.

Our current student to computer ratio is better 
than 3:1.
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To be truly inclusive Gable Hall School premises 
are open to students from 7.30am, for Breakfast 
Clubs through to 6.00pm, in the evening and 
on Saturday mornings and mid - term holiday, 
for various universities or revision clubs and 
for community use. Performing Arts then offer 
a Summer Camp for transition groups during 
School Holidays, putting on shows and events for 
both parents and the local community. Outside 
of these times, facilities are made available for 
commercial lettings.
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Student
Leadership

We give students  from all years the opportunity 
to develop their leadership skills.  

They can become subject learning leaders, where 
each teacher has the opportunity to give students 
in their class the chance to support the teaching 
and learning, classroom organisation, planning 
tasks and activities and feedback on the learning 
environment.

All students also have the chance to be elected as 
a form representative for the School Council and 
then from Year 9 have the opportunity to become 
a school prefect.  

In Year 10 prefects can apply to become senior 
prefects to further develop their leadership skills 
and then be interviewed to become part of the 
Senior Student Leadership Team.  

This comprises students who take on specific 
roles such as House, Games, Performing Arts 
and Charities Captains together with the Head 
Boy, Head Girl and their Deputies.  This group 
of students lead on making decisions regarding 
improvements to the school and its environment.  

They regularly meet with the Strategic 
Leadership Team and Governors.
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The Gable Hall House 
System 
We currently operate a hybrid system of Year 
Groups.  In Year 7 we have a dedicated team of 
specialist Form Tutors to help with the important 
transition from Primary to secondary School.  

They follow a specific programme of form activities 
and have a range of assemblies related to issues 
they may encounter in their first year.  One of 
the first things Year 7 participate in is an outdoor 
adventure day at Stubbers.  Here they get to know 
their Form Tutor and develop their confidence 
and self esteem right from the outset of their 
secondary schooling.

In Year 8, 9 and 10 we operate a vertical form 
system allowing opportunities for peer mentoring, 
buddies and working in mixed age and ability 
groups.  

When pupils go into Year 11, they again become 
age-related forms and have intervention work with 
a specialist team of tutors from the core subjects 
(English, Maths and Science) in preparation for 
their GCSE exams. 

Our House System is aligned with the school’s 
specialism of the Performing Arts. Students 
elected to have the Houses named after famous 
performing artists Leonardo DaVinci, Darcy 
Bussell, Stevie Wonder, and Audrey Hepburn. 

Through our House System we strive to create 
as much competition and ownership as possible, 
culminating at the end of the Year, with a winning 
House. The successful House is then rewarded 
with a House Trip.

Students do particularly 
well in GCSE English 
Language where they 
make outstanding 
progress. (Ofsted 2014)

Arrangements for transfer in Year 7 
are exceptionally strong and students 
get off to a good start. (Ofsted 2014)  
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The Creative
and Performing Arts

The Creative and 
Performing Arts
We have extensive, modern and well-equipped 
spaces which provide our students and local 
community users with professional and 
stimulating working environments.  We have an 
impressive, fully-equipped Theatre with sprung 
floor and professional standard lighting rig and 
sound set up.  Our Music Department boasts two 
Mac Suites, a Recording Studio, a ‘live’ room 
and several practice rooms.  We also have fully- 
equipped Dance and Drama Studios and two floors 
of Art and Textiles rooms and Studio Spaces.  

Aims
Since becoming a Performing Arts Specialist School, 
Gable Hall has placed the aesthetic qualities of Art, 
Dance, Drama and Music at the core of the school’s 
learning ethos and as a driver of our raising 
achievement agenda. We provide a broad and 
inspiring Creative and Arts Curriculum through 
which all of our students become culturally aware, 
confident and motivated young adults.

Gable Hall educates about and through the 
Arts.  We explore artistic style, culture, history 
and evolving processes throughout Key Stage 3 
and are keen to provide a rich education of the 
discreet Art disciplines, alongside encouraging 
students to create and develop their own unique 
approach. Regardless of age and ability all 
students have opportunities to take part in GCSE 
and Advanced Level qualifications in the Arts on 
the basis of talent.

A strength 
of the 
school.
(Ofsted 2014)



G A B L E  H A L L  S C H O O L  P R O S P E C T U S

Our Track Record
Gable Hall students thrive on the opportunity to 
perform.  Students are encouraged to participate 
in formal shows such as Musicals, Concerts, 
Dance Shows and Plays; as well as the range of 
more informal performance platforms and Art 
exhibitions.  We encourage students to perform 
to their peers in assembly and during extra-
curricular time. A large number of students are 
active in community Arts, Dance, Drama and 
Music Groups which perform in shows around 
Essex, Nationally and Internationally. 

Our extensive extra-curricular programme 
includes weekly clubs that explore different styles.  
The school also employs a wide range of Arts 
professionals to deliver individual instrumental 
lessons, extra curricular clubs and workshop 
activities.  Students can extend their expertise 
further by joining one of the many evening and 
weekend community classes. Most Arts-inclined 
students join because we offer excellence from 
year 7 through to Advanced level (year13)

All in all - Gable Hall School offers an 
exciting environment in which your 
child’s talent can flourish.
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