
KS3 Curriculum Map
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
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TOPIC
Responding to and Producing
Texts - Space

Marked Assessments:
1. ART reading test (Reading

KOs 1 & 8)

2. Extended response to an

extract with a focus on

language. (Reading KOs 1,

2, 4 & 11)

In HT1 students will have
completed baseline tests for
Reading using the ART test.
This unit will focus on building
the skills required to successfully
respond to a text, bridging skills
from KS2 to KS3. Students will
look at how to collect and
summarise information, as well
as looking at how writers create
effects through their use of
language, technique and
structure. The unit will also offer
the opportunity for students to
revise the key elements of
writing to describe and
persuade. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Exploring Fiction - The Gothic

Marked Assessment:
Theme/character question based
on an extract. (Reading KOs 1, 2,
4, 6 & 11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets from HT1
assessment.

An introduction to 19th century
extracts and short stories from
the Gothic genre.
Students will identify how
different writers use similar
features and ideas to structure
their narratives.
Students will analyse how
language creates tension,
suspense and horror.  As part of
analysis students should begin to
identify language techniques
used by the writer with correct
terminology. There will also be
opportunities to begin to track
character and theme across texts
in the short stories used. The
unit will begin to look at how
contextual factors may influence
content and meaning.
The unit will also offer the
opportunity for students to
revise the key elements of
writing to describe and
persuade. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Poetry: Perspectives

Marked Assessment:
Comparison of two poems
covered based on theme.
(Reading KOs 1, 2, 4, 7 & 11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1 &
2.

Students now begin to compare
as their leading skill. Students
are to identify the connections
between poems; these can be
based on contexts, themes,
language, form or structure.
Students should be developing
their comments of context (and
should show improvement in
how it is embedded into analysis
after the Gothic unit last half
term). Students should now be
discussing the writer’s intentions
and reader’s response as part of
their analysis.
The unit will also offer the
opportunity for students to
revise the key elements of
writing to describe and
persuade. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Exploring Fiction & Non-Fiction:
Police and Crime

Marked Assessment:
1. ART Test 2 (Reading KOs 1

& 8)

2. Writing to Persuade.

(Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Development on skills:
Students should now be using
their knowledge of how texts are
constructed to build their own
effective writing examples. They
should respond to previous
formative assessment targets
from writing tasks in HT1, 2 & 3.

In HT1 Students will have read a
range of fiction and non-fiction
and analyse language within
them.  Students will now have to
synthesise different information
from different texts to reach
conclusions about experiences of
historical events, building on the
comparison skills introduced in
HT3. Students will have to use
relevant terminology to consider
how ideas are conveyed.  In their
own writing students will have to
adapt their writing to the correct
form, style, audience and
purpose, organising their work
into paragraphs.

Modern Prose: A Monster Calls,
Patrick Ness

Marked Assessment:
Theme/character question. (based
on Literature question with option
for part A and B) (Reading KOs 1,
2, 4, 10 & 11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1,2 &
3 and formative assessment
targets from character and theme
tracking across texts in HT2.

Students are using skills
developed in their Gothic and
Poetry units here, the difference is
the modern context of the text.
Students should now understand
that they need to embed context
as part of their analysis and
comment on the writer’s
intentions. There are also
opportunities to practise
evaluation skills. Students should
be using terminology more
consistently when discussing
language. They can build on the
skills introduced in HT2 (Gothic
unit) to track character and theme
across lengthier texts.

Shakespeare: A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

Marked Assessment:
Theme/ character question
based on an extract from the text
(option for part B) (Reading KOs
1, 2, 4, 10 & 11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1,2,
3 & 5 and formative assessment
targets from character and
theme tracking across texts in
HT2 & 5)

Students now face the challenge
of adapting their analytical skills
to a Shakespearean Literary
heritage text.
Students are beginning to
consider the influence of
contexts (what life was like at the
time of writing) and synthesise
views and understanding of the
plot and how views have
changed over time.  Students will
consider the genre conventions
of comedy.
Students will be able to
summarise key events in the
plot. Students should be able to
identify some techniques with
the correct terminology from the
text and consider the (intended)
effect on the reader.

Homework
Retention quizzes and activities set on the DPR using online platforms such as GCSEPod, SamLearning, Google Forms, set weekly *Class teacher may set additional challenge/extension tasks*

Golden Threads
Literacy

● To make sense of words, sentences and whole texts. ● Explain ideas fully using formal language / writing



● Use a range of reading strategies including speed-reading,

annotation, and skim and scanning for detailed information.

● Assess the quality and reliability of information and verifying

accuracy

● Reading texts which are new and understanding information

● Select main points

● Read between the lines using inference and deduction

I can identify how a text is organised (logically or thematically)

● Distinguish between fact, theory and opinion, using evidence

to show the difference

● Summarise key information

● Compare views of the same topic and consider which is most

valid

● Argue a convincing case using subject knowledge effectively

● Reach consensus and agree actions in groups

● Choose the best ways to present content for effect

● Select and organise ideas and information

Use paragraphs to organise longer pieces of writing into sections

Numeracy ● Identify, measure or obtain required information to complete

a task

● Use the appropriate notation, symbols and units of

measurement

● Select and construct appropriate charts, diagrams and graphs

with suitable scales.

● Use appropriate strategies for multiplication and division and

apply known facts.

● Collect own data for a survey,

e.g. through designing a questionnaire.
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TOPIC
Responding to and Producing
Texts - Adventures

Marked Assessments:
1. ART reading test (Reading

KOs 1 & 8)

2. Analytical response to an

extract of non-fiction

(Reading KOs 1, 2, 4, 5, 9

& 11)

Establishing skills set for year 7,
In HT1 students will have
completed baseline tests for
Reading using the ART test.

Students now look at 19th to 21st

century extracts grouped by the
genre of travel and adventure
writing. Students will explore a
range of voices here and will be
offered the opportunity to study
more challenging texts where
appropriate. Students will
compare how different writers
use similar features and ideas to
structure their narratives.

Exploring Modern Prose Fiction:
The Woman in Black, Susan Hill

Marked Assessment:
Theme based question (Reading
KOs 2, 3, 5, 6 & 10)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1

Following on from the student’s
previous study of ‘Gothic’ in year
7, students will be able to
identify conventions of the
gothic genre across a full novella,
analyse how language creates
tension and identify how
structural techniques interests a
reader. The unit will continue to
look at gothic conventions and
expand on the skill of tracking
themes (such as the
supernatural) across texts in
further detail than in year 7. The
unit will also to look at how
contextual factors may influence
content and meaning – a good
understanding of the

Poetry: Identity

Marked Assessment:
Comparison of two poems
covered in the unit based on
them (Reading KOs 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 &
11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1&2
and in particular, build on
comparison skills from year 7.

Students now compare as their
leading skill. Students are to
identify the connections
between poems, these can be
based on contexts, themes,
language, form or structure.
Students should be developing
their comments of context in
more detail than in year 7.
Students should now be
discussing the writer’s intentions
and reader’s response as part of
their analysis.

Exploring Fiction & Non-Fiction:
Dystopia

Marked Assessment:
1. ART Test 2 (Reading KOs

1 & 8)

2. Marked Assessment:

Writing to describe

(Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Development on skill:
Students should now be using
their knowledge of how
narratives are constructed and
structured to build their own
effective writing examples. They
should respond to previous
formative assessment targets
from writing tasks in HT3 (as well
as skill from year 7).

An introduction to a range of 20th

and 21st Century fiction of
extracts that explore the genre of
dystopia. Students will identify
how different writers use similar

Modern Drama: Educating Rita,
Willie Russell

Marked Assessment:
Theme/ character question.
(Reading KOs 2, 3, 4, 6 & 10)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1&2.

Students are using skills
developed in their Novel and
Poetry units here, the difference is
the modern context of the text.
Students should now understand
that they need to embed context
as part of their analysis and
comment on the writer’s
intentions. Students should be
using terminology more
consistently when discussing
language.
Students will be considering
language and dialect and how
these contribute to identity (a link
back in ideas to HT3 which can be
exploited by class teachers).
Students will also reflect on the

Shakespeare: Much Ado About
Nothing

Marked Assessment:
Theme/ character question based
on an extract from the text
(option for part B) (Reading KOs 1,
2, 4, 6, 10 & 11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets from HT1, 2 &
5 assessment.

Students now face the challenge
of adapting their analytical skills
to a new Shakespearean Literary
heritage text.
Students, with revision, should be
more confident in discussing the
influence of contexts (what life
was like at the time of writing) on
the plot.  Students will consider
the features of comedy and how
audiences are manipulated by the
writer.
Students will be able to
summarise key events in the plot.
Students should be able to



Students will analyse how
language creates effect on the
reader. As part of their analysis,
students should begin to identify
language techniques used by the
writer with correct terminology
and use this as part of their
explanations of effects.  Students
will now be learning more
specific structure terminology to
apply to structural analysis
compared to year 7.

gothic/ghost stories in context
will be valuable at KS4 for the
novel study, whether they study
A Christmas Carol or
Frankenstein.

Students should be able to
identify and annotate, with
increased accuracy, techniques
used by writers.
The unit will also offer the
opportunity for students to
revise the key elements of
writing to describe and
persuade. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

features and ideas to structure
their narratives.
Students will analyse how
language creates tension,
suspense and intrigue.  As part of
analysis students should begin to
identify language techniques
used by the writer with correct
terminology. The unit will begin
to look at how contextual factors
may influence content and
meaning and in particular how
historical events can lead to the
the birth and/or resurgence of a
genre.
In their own writing students will
have to adapt their writing to the
correct form, style, audience and
purpose, organising their work
into paragraphs and using
appropriate vocabulary and
techniques. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

writer’s purpose (in this case
reflecting on the importance of
education).

identify techniques with the
correct terminology from the text
and consider the (intended) effect
on the reader.
When considering the audience –
students will, for the first time,
consider how people of the time
period may have responded to
characters.

Homework
Retention quizzes and activities set on the DPR using online platforms such as GCSEPod, SamLearning, Google Forms, set weekly *Class teacher may set additional challenge/extension tasks*

Golden Threads
Literacy ● To make sense of words, sentences and whole texts.

● Use a range of reading strategies including speed reading,

annotation, skim and scanning for detailed information from

different sources.

● Assess the quality and reliability of information and verifying

accuracy depending on reliability and relevance.

● Reading texts which are new and understanding information

● Select main points and use additional information from

different sources.

● Pick out different layers of meaning by using inference and

deduction

● Identify how a text is organised (logically or thematically) and

the effect/s of this.

● Make connections between texts, their themes and facts and

identify any agreement and contradictions.

● Distinguish between fact, theory and opinion, using evidence

to show the difference

● Summarise and synthesise information, using different

sources.

● Distinguish between bias and objectivity

● Identify different views of a topic and areas of agreement or

contradiction.

● Compare views of the same topic and consider which is most

valid

● Explain ideas fully using formal language / writing

● Argue a convincing and coherent case, using techniques

effectively

● Defend a point of view with information and reasons

● Choose the best ways to present content for effect and to

achieve the purpose

● Select and organise ideas and information convincingly or

objectively

● Use technical terms, language and expression consistent with

the subject / topic.

● Use paragraphs to organise longer pieces of writing into

sections, making links between paragraphs.

● Use whole text structure to support and communicate

meaning.

Numeracy ● Choose an appropriate mental or written strategy and know

when it is appropriate to use a calculator.

● Use the appropriate notation, symbols and units of

measurement

● Use appropriate strategies for multiplication and division and

apply known facts.

● Collect own data for a survey,

e.g. through designing a questionnaire.



● Select and construct appropriate charts, diagrams and graphs

with suitable scales.
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TOPIC
Responding to and producing
texts – Science Fiction

Assessments:
1. ART Reading test

(Reading KOs 1 & 8)

2. Analytical response to an

extract. (Reading KOs 1,

2, 3, 4, 5, 11 & 12) /

(Writing KO 12)

Establishing skills set for year 9:
In HT1 students will have
completed baseline tests for
Reading using the ART test.

Students will use a range of
extracts as a platform for
developing skills from year 7 and
8.  Students will consider the
writer’s craft here – the choices
of an individual as influenced by
their context. Characterisation,
development of themes,
patterns in language, and
features of the genre will all be
considered for analysis.  Students
will consider time, character,
setting, and perspective to
evaluate interesting structural
choices.
The unit will also offer the
opportunity for students to
revise the key elements of
writing to describe and
persuade. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Exploring Modern Prose Fiction:
Boys Don’t Cry, Malorie
Blackman

Assessment:
response to an extract with links
to the whole text (GCSE
Literature paper 1). (Reading KOs
2, 3, 5, 6, 9 & 11) / (Writing KO
12)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in HT1.

Students will use a 21st century
novel as a platform for
developing skills learnt in year 7
and 8.  The novel explores more
mature themes in preparation
for GCSE. Students will consider
the writer’s craft here – the
choices of an individual as
influenced by their context.
Characterisation, development
of themes and patterns in
language will all be considered
for analysis.  Students will
consider time, character, setting,
and perspective to evaluate
interesting structural choices.
They will also begin to consider
the idea of ‘conscious construct’
and how the language, structure
and characterisation support this
idea.

Poetry: Character and Voice

Assessment:
Comparison of two poems
covered in the unit based on
them and an analysis of unseen
poem. (Reading KOs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6,
7 & 11) / (Writing KO 12)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets set in
HT1&2.

Students now compare as their
leading skill. Students are to
identify the connections
between poems, these can be
based on contexts, themes,
language, form or structure.
Students should be developing
their comments of context (and
should show improvement in
how it is embedded into
analysis). Students should now
be discussing the writer’s
intentions and reader’s response
as part of their analysis.
Students should be able to
identify and annotate with
increased accuracy techniques
used by writers. Students should
now begin to spot patterns in
language use and perhaps
consider structural and form
choices, like stanza length and
rhyme schemes.
The unit will also offer the
opportunity for students to
revise the key elements of
writing to describe and
persuade. (Writing KOs 1 - 11)

I Protest

Assessment:
1. ART Reading test 2

(Reading KOs 1 & 8)

2. Writing to Persuade.

(Writing KOs 1 - 11)

Development on skills:
Students should now be using
their knowledge of how texts are
constructed to build their own
effective writing examples. They
should respond to previous
formative assessment targets.

Students reflect on more mature
topics in preparation for GCSE;
topics are chosen to be more
current and to encourage
students to reflect on topical
issues.  Students will also develop
their understanding of law and
justice, social and moral.
Students will have to empathise
to fully comprehend sources
explored and should be showing a
more sophisticated emotional
vocabulary. Students will have to
interact and interpret facts and
statistics and use them to support
their writing. Students will also be
introduced to using more complex
structures to build their writing,
such as use of cyclical writing,
embedded counter argument etc.

Modern Drama – The Crucible,
Arthur Miller

Assessment:
Theme/ character question in
the style of Post-1914 GCSE
Literature (no extract). (Reading
KOs 2, 5, 6, 9, 10 & 12) / (Writing
KO 12)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to formative assessment targets
from HT2.

Students are using skills
developed in their modern prose
fiction and poetry units here.
Students should now understand
that they need to embed context
as part of their analysis and
comment on the writer’s
intentions. Students should be
using terminology more
consistently when discussing
language.
Students will be considering
language and societal class
structures and how these
contribute to individual
experiences (a link back in ideas
to HT4 poems). Students will also
reflect on the writer’s purpose.
Themes covered in this unit link
upwards to ‘An Inspector Calls’
that will be studied for GCSE.

Shakespeare: Romeo & Juliet

Assessment:
Theme/ character question based
on an extract from the text
(option to do part A and B).
(Reading KOs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 10 & 11)

Development on skills:
Students should have responded
to analytical targets from HT1 &
HT2 assessments.

Students are now introduced for
the first time to the features of
tragedy (in preparation for their
Macbeth study at GCSE).
Students will consider the role of
tragic flaws in characters and how
these drive the plot.
Students, with revision, should be
more confident in discussing the
influence of contexts (what life
was like at the time of writing) on
the plot and genre conventions.
Students will track themes and
consider theme development.
Students will look at how
language, structure and form
choices contribute to
characterisation.



Homework
Retention quizzes and activities set on the DPR using online platforms such as GCSEPod, SamLearning, Google Forms, set weekly *Class teacher may set additional challenge/extension tasks*

Golden Threads
Literacy ● To make sense of words, sentences and whole texts.

● Use a range of reading strategies including speed reading,

annotation, skim and scanning for detailed information from

different sources.

● Assess the quality and reliability of information and verifying

accuracy depending on reliability and relevance.

● Reading texts which are new and understanding information

● Select main points and research additional information from

a range of different sources to extend understanding.

● Gain a full understanding of texts using and different layers of

meaning by using inference, deduction and analysis.

● Identify how a text is organised (logically or thematically) and

the effect/s of this.

● Compare and contrast themes and issues across a range of

texts, and identify any agreement and contradictions.

● Distinguish between fact, theory and opinion, using evidence

to show the difference, evaluating their relative merits and

their usefulness / reliability.

● Synthesise and analyse information, using different sources to

gain an in-depth understanding.

● Distinguish between bias and objectivity

● Identify different views of a topic and areas of agreement or

contradiction.

● Compare views of the same topic and consider which is most

valid

● Explain ideas fully using formal language / writing

● Argue a convincing and coherent case, using techniques for

impact.

● Sustain a convincing point of view and counter argue opposing

ideas.

● Choose the best ways to present content for different

audiences, purposes and effects.

● Select and organise ideas and information convincingly or

objectively

● Use a wide range of technical terms, language and expression

appropriate for the subject / topic.

● Use paragraphs to give coherence to longer pieces of writing

into sections, making links between paragraphs.

● Choose and use whole text structures to support meaning and

ideas for effect.

Numeracy ● Choose an appropriate mental or written strategy and know

when it is appropriate to use a calculator

● Identify, measure or obtain required information to test

different statements. Draw conclusions from data including

whether it is misleading or reliable, and compare sets of

data.

● Use the appropriate notation, symbols and units of

measurement

● Select and construct a wide range of, diagrams and graphs

with suitable scales.

● Use appropriate strategies for multiplication and division and

apply known facts.

● Collect own data for a survey,

e.g. through designing a questionnaire.

● know the process to be able to test different statements

(hypotheses) and can decide on the best way to record and

analyse information from large data sets.


