
Key Stage 3 Curriculum Map – 75 Minute Lessons 

KS3 Curriculum Map 
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2    Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Y
e
a
r 
7  

TOPIC 

1 
lesson 
every 

2 
weeks 

Skills Introduction. 
New skills and different 
stimuli. 
Students will be introduced 
to the four domains of 
knowledge in drama. They 
will begin to develop their 
social skills and learn basic 
skills such as still image, 
narration, thought track, 
physical theatre, 
soundscape, mime, 
story-telling and 
characterisation. 
 
KO4, KO5, KO7, KO9, KO12 

Melodrama and Panto 
Exaggeration and 
storytelling. 
Students will develop their 
characterisation abilities by 
learning about stock 
characters and exaggeration. 
They will apply these 
characters to scripts. 
Students will have the 
opportunity to perform their 
mini pantomimes in the 
Christmas showcase.  
 
KO3, KO6, KO10 

Darkwood Manner. 
Building tension and 
atmosphere. 
Students will be given 
spooky stimuli each lesson 
from which to create their 
own characters and devise 
performances. They will 
learn to build atmosphere 
and change the mood of a 
performance by using 
contrast, lighting, physical 
theatre, music and 
soundscape and narration.  
 
KO1, KO3, KO5, KO12 
 

Introduction to Shakespeare 
Learning to perform 
Shakespeare’s plays and 
language. Students will use 
drama forms and mediums 
re-tell some of 
Shakespeare’s most famous 
plays. They will use their 
understanding of 
atmosphere to create 
engaging performances. 
Focus on Macbeth and 
Romeo and Juliet.  
 
KO3, KO6, KO11 

Our Stories 
A scheme of work 
developed in collaboration 
with Chloe Lee who is an 
ex-Gable Hall pupil and 
currently doing her PhD.  
This scheme is a 
cross-discipline project 
between history and drama. 
Students explore themes of 
belonging, identity and 
home through the context of 
contemporary and historic 
migration.  
 
KO1, KO2, KO12 

Matilda. 
This is a cross-curricular 
scheme with English. 
In-depth study of a play. 
Creating performance and 
character based on a script.  
Students will learn how to 
analyse a script and make 
informed character choices. 
They will develop their use 
of vocal and physical 
techniques.  
 
KO6, KO9, KO10 

 

Watch Youtube examples of 
skills. 
 

Learning lines, gathering 
costumes and props for 
Christmas performance. 

Creating lighting and sound 
designs for their 
performances.  
 

Researching Elizabethan 
theatre and Shakespeare’s 
plays. 

Talking to family to gather 
information about our 
personal stories. Bring in an 
object from home to work as 
a stimulus.  

Line learning, gathering 
costumes and props.  

Golden Threads   

Literacy  Starting to develop answers 
using correct terminology. 
Pushing for full sentences 

when evaluating and 
explaining creative choices. 

Reading new texts. 

Developing skills in speed 
reading, using annotation on 
scripts, reading new types of 
texts. Selecting main points 

of the script. 

Forming opinions and 
choosing evidence to justify 
creative choices. Consider 
practical outcome from the 

same topic and the most 
valid in terms of skill 

Reaching consensus and 
agree creative choices in 
groups. Choose the best 

ways to present content for 
effect. Explain ideas fully 
using formal language / 
writing with convincing 

subject knowledge effectively 

Distinguish between fact, 
theory and opinion. Explain 

ideas fully using formal 
language / writing with 

convincing subject 
knowledge effectively 

Gather information about 
personal background. Select 

the details that are most 
important to your identity. 
Present these in a way that 

helps the audience to 
understand your personal 

history.  
Numeracy             

 
 
 
 
 



 
Y
e
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2 
weeks 

Silent Movies. 
Comedy and Exaggeration 
Students will learn to use 
non-verbal communication 
to communicate story and 
character. They will develop 
their physical skills through 
learning about slapstick, 
slow motion and 
exaggeration.  
 
KO3, KO4, KO7, KO9 

Mini Projects. 
New stimuli, genre, pictures 
and scripts.  
Students will be introduced 
to a new stimuli and 
story-telling technique each 
lesson. They will have to 
devise performances based 
on these themes and adapt 
their skills accordingly.  
 
KO5, KO8, KO10, KO12 

Comedy. 
Different types of comedy.  
Each lesson students will 
learn the ‘rules’ of a 
different comedic style. 
Working in groups they will 
apply these rules to create 
sit-coms, soap-operas and 
dark comedy performances. 
They will apply the physical 
skills they developed for 
Silent Movies.  
 
KO3, KO8, KO9, KO11 

Crime and Punishment. 
Interpreting facts and 
forming opinions.  
Based on the topic of capital 
punishment and crime. 
Students learn about real life 
cases and are given the 
opportunity to debate the 
issue. They will devise drama 
based on the themes 
explored. The focus is on 
subtext, characterisation and 
didactic theatre.  
 
KO1, KO2, KO5 
 

Bugsy Malone. 
In-depth study of a play. 
Stage directions and 
characterisation 
Students study key scenes 
and analyse character. They 
develop vocal and physical 
techniques, including accent. 
They will create 
performances based on 
script and must accurately 
interpret the stage 
directions.  
 
KO6, KO8, KO9 
 

Myths and Legends. 
Ensemble skills and physical 
theatre.  
Students will recreate 
historical stories in an 
ensemble style. They will 
learn about Greek Theatre 
and how this relates to 
drama today. Focus on 
building atmosphere, 
soundscape and narration.  
 
KO3, KO4, KO5, KO11 

Home
work 

Gathering props and 
costumes. Creating lighting 
and sound design.  

Watching videos of own 
work and evaluating. Using 
self-targets to improve 
performance work. 

Watching videos of own 
work and evaluating. Using 
self-targets to improve 
performance work. 

Research Derek Bentley’s 
case further and watch the 
film Let Him Have it.  
Research other cases of 
capital punishment in the UK 
and overseas. 

Watch the film and listen to 
the soundtrack.  
Learn lines and practise New 
York accent.  

Written justification for 
creative choices. 
Research Greek theatre and 
design appropriate 
costumes.  

Golden Threads   

Literacy  Select main skills and 
requirements and use 

additional information from 
different sources to inform 

drama pieces. Pick out 
different layers of meaning 

by using inference and 
non-verbal communication. 

Make connections between 
stimuli, their themes and 

facts and identify any 
agreement and 
contradictions. 

Choose the best ways to 
present content for effect 

and to achieve the purpose.  
Use technical terms, 

language and expression 
consistent with the different 

styles of comedy. 

Distinguish between fact, 
theory and opinion, using 

evidence to show the 
difference.  Compare views 

of the same topic and 
consider which is most valid 

Developing skills in speed 
reading, using annotation on 
scripts, reading new types of 
texts. Selecting main points 

of the script.  Choosing 
evidence to justify creative 

choices 

Explain ideas fully using 
formal language / writing.  
Choose the best ways to 
present content for effect. 

Explain ideas fully using 
formal language / writing 
with convincing subject 
knowledge effectively 

Numeracy             
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Kidnapped. 
Recapping skills and 
atmosphere techniques. 
Inspired by Ian McEwan’s 
novel ‘The Child in Time’. 
Students will use extracts of 
the novel as a stimulus to 
develop their devising skills. 
They will be introduced to 
exam skills such as cross 
cutting, flash back, 
addressing the audience and 
monologues.  
 
KO4, KO5, KO7, KO9 

Farce & The Comedy about 
a Bank Robbery 
Developing comedic skills 
and using script.  
Students will learn the 
conventions of farce and 
develop their physical 
comedy skills. Students will 
work in groups to create 
their own farcical 
performances. Then, they 
will apply their new farcical 
skills to a script.  
 
KO3, KO6, KO10 

Noughts & Crosses 
A cross-curricular scheme of 
work as students will be 
studying Romeo and Juliet 
in English at this time.  
Students will explore themes 
of racism and persecution 
through the play Noughts 
and Crosses. They will 
develop their ability to pick 
out subtext from a script and 
apply drama forms and 
mediums to alienate the 
audience. 
 
KO1, KO2, KO6, KO12 

Theatre in Education. 
Didactic Theatre. 
Exploring teaching morals 
and lessons through drama. 
They will learn how to adapt 
a performance for a variety 
of target audiences. Using 
understanding of comedy 
from last term to engage an 
audience in order to 
communicate a message.  
 
KO1, KO3, KO11 

Exploring Issues  
Exploring issues relevant to 
teens and creating work 
from a brief.  
Students will use the TIE 
techniques from last term to 
tackle more complex issues 
such as mental health and 
cyber safety. They will 
consider the consequences 
of these issues and how to 
make informed choices. They 
will prepare for KS4 by 
working towards a brief.  
 
KO1, KO2, KO12 

Blood Brothers. 
A cross-curricular scheme 
with English. In-depth study 
of a play. Characterisation, 
themes and atmosphere. 
Students study key scenes 
and analyse character. Based 
on their understanding of 
the play students will learn 
to make informed character 
choices including vocal and 
physical techniques. They 
will create performances 
based on script and must 
creatively interpret the stage 
directions.  
 
KO6, KO9, KO10 

Home
work 

Research a case study from a 
real kidnapping. 
Write a monologue for 
performance. 

Watch professional 
repertoire including Mischief 
Theatre Company and One 
Man Two Guvnors. 

Watch professional clips 
from the production or the 
BBC TV adaptation. 
Research racism in the UK 
today.  
Research Brecht and 
alienation techniques. 

Research facts and statistics 
to inform performances. 
Gather costume and props 
for performances.  

Research facts and statistics 
to inform performances. 
Gather costume and props 
for primary performances & 
extra rehearsals 

Written arguments for and 
against to be used for nature 
v’s nature debate 
Watch the filmed production 
of Blood Brothers.  

Golden Threads 
Literacy  Use a range of reading 

strategies including speed 
reading, annotation, skim and 

scanning for detailed 
information from different 

sources. 

Distinguish between bias and 
objectivity. Identify different 
views of a topic and areas of 
agreement or contradiction.  

Select main points and 
research additional 

information from a range of 
different sources to extend 

understanding. 

Synthesise and analyse 
information, using different 
script extracts to gain an 
in-depth understanding of 

the plays themes.  

Synthesise and analyse 
information, using different 
sources to gain an in-depth 

understanding. 

Distinguish between fact, 
theory and opinion, using 

evidence to show the 
difference, evaluating their 
relative merits and their 
usefulness / reliability. 

 

Choose the best ways to 
present content for different 

audiences, purposes and 
effects. Select and organise 

ideas and information 
convincingly or objectively 

Numeracy             
 



 

 

KS4 Curriculum Map 
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2    Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Y
e
a
r 
1
0 

TOPIC 

 

Icebreakers and Skill 
Building 
Students are introduced 
to Drama at KS4. This 
includes setting new 
expectations, becoming 
acquainted with the 
content of the course 
and bonding as a class. 
Students will learn about 
a variety of different 
styles and recap skills 
from KS3. 
 
KO1, KO5, KO7 

One Step Further  
Students build on the 
skills they developed in 
the first half term. 
Students develop their 
analytical skills to 
prepare them for the 
written components of 
the course.  
 
KO5, KO7, KO9 

Component 2  
Introduction to 
practitioners through 
workshops and practical 
exploration. In lessons 
we gather evidence of 
students’ participation in 
lessons to contribute to 
their grade for 
component 2.  
 
KO1, KO8, KO11 

Component 2  
Continuation of 
practitioner Workshops 
and evidence gathering.  
 
KO5, KO8, KO10 

Component 2  
Students work towards 
their assessment 
performance for 
component 2.  
 
KO7, KO8, KO9, KO12 
 

Component 3 Mock 
Students are introduced 
to a brief from the exam 
board. They learn how 
to break it down and 
ensure their 
performance work 
meets all the 
requirements. Students 
devise a performance 
piece based on the brief 
and complete the 
accompanying written 
work.  
 
KO6, KO9, KO10 

Homework 

Research into different 
theatrical styles.  
 
 

Research into different 
theatrical styles. 
  

Research practitioners 
and write reflections on 
workshops.  
Component 2 written 
work.  

Research practitioners 
and write reflections on 
workshops. 
Component 2 written 
work. 

Research and extra 
rehearsal for component 
2 piece.  
Component 2 written 
work. 

Research and extra 
rehearsal for component 
3 mock.  
Component 3 written 
work. 

 
Y
e
a
r 
1
1 

TOPIC 

 

Component 1 A 
Students study three 
theatrical styles in depth.  
 
KO1, KO2, KO3, KO8 

Component 1 B 
Students will create 
presentations on 
different theatre styles.  
 
KO2, KO3, KO4, KO11 

Component 3  
Students will receive the 
brief from the exam 
board. Students will 
analyse it and devise an 
original piece of drama. 
 
KO6, KO7, KO11 

Component 3  
Students will continue 
rehearsing their 
component 3 
performance piece.  
 
KO6, KO8, KO9 

Component 3  
Exam performance 
 
KO9, KO10, KO12 

 

Homework 
Watch Digital Theatre 
productions and gather 
notes.  

Component 1 
presentations.  
 

Research and extra 
rehearsal for component 
3.  

Research and extra 
rehearsal for component 
3. 

Final rehearsals.  



 Component 3 written 
work. 

Component 3 written 
work. 
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