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Brilliant Club 
  

This term we have had a large number of KS3 pupils going above 

and beyond by participating in the Scholars Programme. The 

Scholars Programme is an in-school enrichment project  

facilitated by the Brilliant Club where a PhD tutor from a local 

university visits the school and runs a term long placement on 

their specialist subject area. Students study the subject at degree 

level and at the end of the placement submit an essay that is 

graded by degree criteria. 

 

Two cohorts of pupils are currently working with Paige  

Keningale from the University of Surrey. In this placement our 

year 8 pupils are studying the concept of war in international 

Relations. Students have been exploring the case study of the 

Cold War to understand some of the ways that wars are fought, 

why they are fought and how wars can impact wider societal 

relations. Our year 9 pupils who are also working with Paige are 

studying the effectiveness of Intelligence Led Policing and the 

National Intelligence model. Our third cohort of pupils are  

working with Sarah Charalambides, a PhD student lecturer at 

Goldsmiths University, looking at a range of different political art 

pieces including Rania Bruguer’s “Taitlin’s Whisper” and Ai  

Weiweis “Dropping a Han Dynasty Um”, and questioning, what 

is art? How can art lead to activism? And can political art really 

lead to changes in society?  

 

Congratulations to all pupils who are working 

hard this term and taking part; 

 

Year 9: 

Ryan C, Grace G, Emaan H C, Tyler K, Jessica O, Sophia R, 

Kian S, Rowan G, Alayna W, Agness M, Jake L, Jennifer B, 

Jessica C, Emily G, Louis H, Rhyanna J, Roseanna R, Kayley 

S, James T, Eleanor T 

 

Year 8: 

Naomi A, Lewis C-B, George F, Hayden H, Krista R, Zac R, 

Rihanna R, Rebecca S, Oliver T, Thomas W, Elliot W 

 

Tribute to Mrs Allix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 21st May we received the sad news that a member of 

the Gable Hall family had passed away. 

 

Mrs Allix was a standout member of staff at Gable Hall School 

for 28 years.  She supported many students, staff and parents  

during her time with us.  Many students have remembered her 

on our Facebook page with stories about her sense of humour  

and how she changed their lives and the path they chose to  

take whilst at the school. 

 
The school community are devastated by the loss of such an 

amazing colleague and friend.  We will remember her always 

and we send our thoughts and prayers to her family at this 

very sad time. 
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Student recognition…. 

Kayin-Amara - Year 7 
 

Kayin-Amara was inspired to make cookies after his food tech 

class.  This is what he said about the cookies: 

 

In my food Tech Class this week I 

made cookies and I put  

chocolate chips in mine.  When 

they were cooked, I tasted them 

and they tasted so good.  In fact, 

they tasted so good I asked my 

mum if we could make them  

together that evening.  The 

homemade cookies tasted just  

as good. 

Dakota G - Year 9 

 

Dakota G in year 9 entered the Cambridge Language Collective 

schools essay-writing competition and was successfully long-listed 

by the editors for her ‘innovative and accurate style’ and  ‘clear 

commitment to the brief’. Pupils from all over the country  

participated, and Dakota’s essay was one of only 44 essays that 

were successfully long-listed. 

 

Dakota’s essay was titled ‘The Creation of Fictional Languages and 

Their Real-World Impact’. In this essay she explored J.R.R  

Tolkien’s fictional languages and their real world implications  

despite being constructed for fictional environment.  

 

The Co-founders and editors of the Cambridge Language  

Collective commented that “the level of accuracy, style and  

enthusiasm was extremely encouraging and it is fantastic to see 

such talent coming up.” 

 

Dakota is one of the many pupils at Gable Hall School who has high 

ambitions for her future. During her time at Gable Hall School  

Dakota has taken advantage of the many opportunities we promote 

to stretch our more able pupils, including participation in The 

Scholars Programme and the national Inspiring Change Makers  

Summit. 

 

 

Amelia C - Year 7 
 

Amelia C - 7C has been busy with her Ballroom/Latin dancing 

with United Dance. 

 

Back in March she won 1st place in Junior Beginners Jive online 

Herne Bay Dance Festival ’21. 

 

On Sunday 14 March she then took part 

in the DSI Battle of the Ballroom, an 

International Open Competition, and 

this was only the second time she has 

ever taken part.  Amelia placed 5th in 

the Under 14’s Tango.  Then went onto 

qualify for both Ballroom and Latin, 4th 

place Tango and in Cha Cha Cha. 

 

This meant she qualified to dance in the 

finals of The Grand Royale Battle of The 

Ballroom on May 16th.  She danced 

Waltz, Tango and Quick Step for her 

Ballroom and Cha Cha Cha, Samba and 

Jive in Latin. Whilst she didn’t get to the 

end battle, she danced brilliantly and 

should be so very proud that she got to 

Finals in her first ever Open  

competition. 

 

Next up will be qualifiers for the NATD 

Festival of Dance. 



 

 

Library Volunteers 

 

We now have the Thurrock Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 

Volunteer application forms.  If anyone would like to volunteer to 

work in local libraries, please come along and get an application 

form from the LRC. 

Gable Hall Litter Pickers 

 

The Gable Hall Litter Pickers are coming to a street near you! 

 

We are currently recruiting year 7 students to join the litter 

picking team, if your child would like to take part, please see 

Mrs Harrington for an application form. 

 

Students will work in the community and work towards their 

community service badge. 

 

If you would like the litter picking crew to visit your road please 

let us know via email to: info@gablehall.com 

 

Mr Walker 

Other News…. 

Stationery Special Offer 

 

Gable Hall Essential Equipment 

Three Pens (Green, Black and Blue) 

Plus pencil with rubber 

15 cm Ruler 

All for just 50 pence. 

You can purchase these packs from the  

Canteen or the New Hall 

During lunch times. 

 

 

Year 11 - Please return your library books 

 

Please can we ask that all Year 11 Library books are 

returned to the school library as soon as possible. 

Sanitary supplies for students 

 

We have received a supply of sanitary  

products at Gable Hall that we would like  

to offer to our students. 

 

If you would like to receive a package of sanitary 

products from us, please email:  

info@gablehall.com for the attention of:  

Mrs Mountney, stating your child’s name and year 

group and we will organise your package and  

arrange collection from the old reception. 

 



 

 

Notices and Information…. 

 Parent Surgery 
 

Parent Surgery will be available by appointment only 

via Zoom or telephone call. 

 

If you would like an appointment, please email: PA@ortu.org 

E-Safety Tips 

 

Do not immediately open suspicious email attachments 

 

If you receive an email attachment that you were not expecting, 

(even if it is from someone you know), do not open it - There may 

be a virus contained within it.  

Head of Year 
 

Mrs Harrington Year 7  YEARSEVEN@gablehall.com 
 

Miss Gard   Year 8  YEAREIGHT@gablehall.com 

(Miss Marley Maternity leave) 
 

Mrs Clark  Year 9  YEARNINE@gablehall.com 
 

Mrs James  Year 10 YEARTEN@gablehall.com 
 

Mr Decruz  Year 11 YEARELEVEN@gablehall.com  

 

Please note that parents should always contact their 

child’s form tutor in the first instance.   

If you would then like to contact the head of year, 

please use the email above. 

Student absence must be recorded on Studybugs 
 

If your child is absent from school, to ensure that the correct 

absent code is used, you must report via Studybugs. 

 

You can do this by either visiting the Studybugs website:  

https://studybugs.com/ or by downloading the Studybugs app.  

 

sQuid 

 

Did you know that you can set up an auto top  up on your 

child’s sQuid account, to ensure that they always have credit to 

buy lunch? 
 

To do this, follow these simple instructions: Login, Menu, Auto 

top up, manage top up, enable a top up, when balance drops  

below (select £5.00 or £10.00), Top up with (select £15.00, 

£30.00 or £50.00), Save. 
 

Each account has spent cap of £5.00 per day.  If you would like 

to reduce this, please contact our Finance Department. 
 

Carers in Essex 

Face Coverings in Shops 

 

Please can we remind students that the rule to 

remove face coverings is whilst in school only. 

 

We have received notification from a local shop that students are 

entering the premises without masks and when challenged, they say 

that students no longer have to wear them.  

 

Face coverings MUST still be worn when entering shops and any 

other public buildings. 

Please do not drive onto school premises 

 

Please be aware that you should 

not be driving into school to 

drop off or pick up your 

child.  The barrier will now be 

closed therefore, if you enter the 

school, you may be delayed in 

your departure.  



 

 

    Ortu Gable Hall Sports Camp 

Every day from 9.00am - 3.00pm 

             For enquires please contact Mr Wilson:  
01375 400800 or email info@gablehall.com 

 
 
Sports Included: 
Football 
Rounders 

Table Tennis        

Badminton 

Fitness  

Cricket 

Basketball 

Volleyball 

And many 
more…..  
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