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Dates for the Diary 
 

Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd March 

Year 11 Geography Field Work Trip to Walton-on-the-Naze 

 

Tuesday 3rd March 

Year 9 Options Evening - G Band 4.15pm / H Band 5.30pm 

 

Wednesday 4th March 

Astronaut Helen Sharman visits Gable Hall 

 

Thursday 5th and Friday 6th March 

Year 11 Geography Field Work Trip to Isle of Dogs 

 

Friday 6th March 

Year 11 Revision Trip 

Returns Sunday 8th March 

 

Monday 9th March 

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge - Year 10 

 

Monday 9th March - Friday 13th March 

British Science Week 

 

Wednesday 11th March 

An Evening with Dr Josh P Davis 

 

Saturday 14th March and Sunday 15th March 

Weekend Rehearsal for Show 

 

Tuesday 17th March 

Year 11 Parents Evening - 4.30pm-6.30pm 

 

Tuesday 24th March 

Year 7 Matilda the Musical Trip  

 

Wednesday 25th March 

Year 11 School portrait and group photos 

 

Wednesday 25th March 

Make Happen University Day - Year 9 

 

Wednesday 25th March and Thursday 26th March 

DTP and Men ACMY Vaccination - Year 9 

 

Monday 30th March to Friday 3rd April 

School Show Week - 5.00pm-10.00pm 

Brilliant Club Graduation 

 

On Tuesday 4th February, students from Year 9 and Year 10 

visited Robinson College, University of Cambridge for their  

graduation ceremony of The Scholars Programme.  

 

All the students have worked with a PhD tutor for two months 

and completed a 2000 word essay on named groups of  

phytochemicals in cereals and discussed extensively the concept 

of bioavailability and how it can be maximised.  

 

We would like to congratulate our students for their hard work 

and dedication to the programme.  
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Student recognition…. 

Katie M - Year 11 

 

Katie recently took part in a 

dance competition in Grays. 

 

Katie, along with her duo  

partner finished in first place 

and also won the adjudicators 

award for their duo.  Katie also 

came second in her  

contemporary solo and group 

dances. 

 

Well done Katie. 

Jayne E - Year 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayne is raising money for MIND; this is the charity that the 

year 10’s are raising money for this year. 

 

To raise money Jayne is walking 500km in 50 days.  Her aim is 

to complete 10km a day, which she has already started and is 

currently ahead of her target. 

 

She is looking to raise £1 per kilometre. We hope that you can 

sponsor her for a km, or if you are feeling particularly  

charitable you can sponsor her for many kilometres. 

Michael  O - Year 11 

 

Big congratulations to Michael, who 

competed in Sheffield and is now the 

U17, 60m indoor England National 

Champion 2020 with a PB time of 6.87 

seconds. 

 

Michael is now officially ranked 1st in 

the UK and 11th in the world. 

 

Congratulations on this amazing 

achievement Michael. 

 

 

Ben D - Year 8 

 

Miss West wanted to thank Ben for bringing in 5 meaningful 

items to share in Art class. 

 

Ben also helped other students who were struggling with using 

the cameras and could tell Miss West about Primary and  

Secondary sources, including using the correct art terms.  

Sumdog - 7J 
 

Last term the whole of year 7 were placed into the Sumdog  

challenge.  They were competing against other schools in the 

whole of Thurrock. 

 

7J received a certificate for being the daily challenge winners in 

January. 

 

Lacey and Alfie from 7J also received a certificate each for being 

one of the top 10 students in Thurrock in the Sumdog  

competition. 

 

Litter Squad 

 

The Litter Squad have been working hard in the local  

community again. 

 

If you would like a visit from 

our student volunteers, 

please email:  

info@gablehall.com. 



 

 

Creative Writing Club 

 
We want to share, each month in Gable Talk, some of the  

wonderful written work that our students have done at  

Creative Writing Club.   

 

This first piece is from Alfie in 7J: 

 

How did I end up here with my companion Rex by my side on 

the street? 

Oh I wish I had a house, warmth and comfort.  

Maybe someone would take me to their house and look after me 

like my mother never could.  

Eating warm food, I need to eat. My stomach growls with  

hunger.  

Lonely, the streets are lonely and scary at night.  

Everyone looks away, why won’t someone notice me? I clearly 

need your help! 

Sleeping on the streets, it’s hard and rough and scary.  

Silence and loneliness is all I know.   

       

Creative Writing Club is every Thursday in the LRC at  

3.15pm to 4.00pm.  Everyone is  welcome so please come along. 

Farewell to Mrs Hetherington 

 

On Friday 29th March we will be saying a fond farewell to our 

wonderful LSA Mrs Hetherington. 

 

Mrs Hetherington has been a member of staff here at Gable Hall 

for over thirteen years.  She has worked one to one with many 

of our pupils over the years and has been caring, thoughtful and  

conscientious to them all.  Mrs Hetherington is a great member 

of staff and her presence will be missed throughout the school. 

 

We wish her all the luck in her new venture above the clouds! 

 
 

Other News…. 

CCF Formal Mess Dinner 

 

On Wednesday 12th February attended CCF Formal Mess  

Dinner at Friern Manor. 

 

The cadets had the opportunity to dress up for the occasion 

and experiencing the rules and etiquette expected of them at a  

formal event. This included having  a Master of Ceremonies  

(Ellie P), formal toasts, a speech and awards from the CO 2Lt 

Squires.  

 

(See the next page for other CCF news) 

TikTok App New “Family Safety Mode” 

 
TikTok is introducing a new "family safety mode"  

designed to give parents tighter control over their teens'  

mobile phone habits. 

 

It will let parents link their own TikTok accounts to their  

child's and turn features on and off remotely.   

 

The adult's phone will be able to turn on and off the setting for: 

 Restricted mode 

 An automatic filter driven by an algorithm which tries to 

hide content that may be inappropriate messages, that can 

be limited, so they can only be received from friends - or 

turned off completely.   

 Screen time controls, putting a hard limit on how long the 

app can be used each day. 

 

The TikTok age limit is 13, but many pre-teens still use the app. 

 

We would encourage parents to install “Family Safety Mode” for 

all their children’s TikTok accounts.   



 

 

CCF at Gable Hall 
CCF visit Wattisham Airfield 

 

On Thursday 6th February The CCF visited 7 Aviation Support 

Battalion REME at Wattisham Airfield. 

 

The cadets visited 4 areas on the day: 

 

The hanger where Apache helicopters are serviced - They got to 

sit in the cockpits, use the electronics and look at the different 

weapons systems and ammunition the Apache can carry.  

 

A Light Aid Detachment (LAD) - The LAD maintain and repair 

the army’s vehicles and that can include picking up stuck or  

broken down tanks with a large crane. 

 

Armoury - The REME are responsible for servicing and  

maintaining all of the army’s weapons. 

 

Surviving in the field - Camouflage, gasmasks and preparing  

shelters and food. 

 

We would like to thank Capt Jim Docherty and the REME for 

their warm welcome on the day. 

 

 

 



 

 

Student Sickness / Illness Procedure 
 

We advise students who feel ill during the 
school day to  inform medical bay in the 
first instance prior to calling their parents.  
We ask parents to  support us by liaising 
with the school before  
coming to collect their children.   

 

Please ensure that if your child suffers from asthma 
they carry their inhaler with them at all times.   

School Bags 
Please can we ask that students have a school bag that  

is big enough for them to put their books in neatly  

without having to fold them. 

Astronaut visit to Gable Hall School 

Ms Sharman will be talking to our Year 11 and Sixth Form  

students about careers and opportunities using STEM subjects 

during the afternoon and will then be staying in school to offer an 

evening session on Wednesday 4th March at 5pm for parents and 

students who may be interested in pursuing future careers within 

the space exploration and science fields’ post 18. 

 

During the evening presentation, Ms Sharman will focus on the 

wonder of science and will be talking about her eight days spent 

orbiting the earth and time spent living and working on the MIR 

Space Station. She will aim to raise aspiration and awareness of 

the many different routes into science careers whilst enthusing 

our students by sharing her amazing experiences of space and life 

as an Astronaut.  

 

To book a place at the parents evening with Ms Sharman, please 

email: careersevents@gablehall.com.  

Message Board... 

An Evening with  Dr Josh P Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For tickets please email psychologyevents@gablehall.com 

Mr Morgan Message Board 
 

Travelling to and from school 

 

At Gable Hall school we have always worked hard to ensure that 

our students behave responsibly and appropriately both  

inside and outside of school.  Any issues that arise from our  

students’ behaviour whilst travelling to and from school are dealt 

with swiftly and firmly.  I expect the highest standards of  

behaviour at all times and will not tolerate any poor behaviour 

that impacts upon the local community. 

 

Over the coming week we are ensuring that our students get this 

message through assemblies and tutor time activities.  Could you 

please make sure that you talk to your son or daughter about the 

importance of positive behaviour in our local community at all 

times. 

 

 

 

Gable Hall celebrating LGBT+ History Month  

 

At Gable Hall School equal opportunities are central to our 

ethos and values.  We expect all students and staff to challenge 

and act upon racism, sexism, homophobia and all other forms of 

prejudice and discrimination, including bullying and harassment.  

As part of our strategy to promote equal opportunities and to 

ensure our school is an inclusive and safe space for all students 

and staff, the first week back after half term we will be proudly 

celebrating LGBT+ History Month. 

 

This is one of many whole school awareness weeks that we will 

be celebrating this year.  In October we celebrated Black History 

Month and in January we marked Holocaust Memorial Day.   

Later this year we will also be celebrating International Women’s 

Day, Autism Awareness Week and Mental Health Awareness 

Week. These awareness days are part of an ambitious and  

exciting new assembly and Wellbeing tutor time programme  

designed to inspire and teach students the importance of our 

CARR values and to embed British Values into our curriculum.   

 

As a school that has its community at its heart, we have a public 

sector duty to ensure that we have equality objectives and that 

our school policies and practices adhere to the 2010 Equality 

Act. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://capitalpediatrics.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/sick-child-2irxqko.png&imgrefurl=http://capitalpediatrics.com/category/blog-2/&usg=__k7Wo6wm65tqCxGqxCRVgaydUa10=&h=376&w=424&sz=263&hl=en&start=142&zoom=1&tbni
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLPSgr-w9MgCFUW1FAodDg0OvQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgenius.com%2F2567450%2FSlaughterhouse-party%2FIm-backwards-watch-how-this-pump-give-you-mad-asthma&psig=AFQjCNE


 

 

Notices and Information…. 

 Parent Surgery 

 5.30pm-7.30pm 

 

Monday  2nd March  

Monday  9th March  

Monday 16th March 

Monday 23rd March  

 

Mr Evans - Principal:  

Appointment only - Please call school office 

 

Mrs Feeney - Senior Vice Principal 

No appointment necessary - Please wait in reception. 

Uniform Surgery 

 

Every Thursday from 3.30pm-5.00pm  

 

You will have the opportunity to raise any questions you have  

regarding the school uniform policy with Mr Walker and other 

senior staff, no appointment is necessary. 

 

We have recently had a number of parents questioning what  

constitutes school uniform in addition to a small number of  

students who regularly breach our uniform rules. 

 

Due to the fact that school uniform is an integral part of  

maintaining high standards in school which in turn has a direct  

effect on student achievement, we are taking a firm line on 

this and will be sending students home at the gate in 

the mornings if they do not adhere to the uniform  

policy. 

E-Safety Tips 

 

If you allow your child to have a Facebook or other social media 

account and they are under 13 years of age then you become liable 

for any of their actions on these accounts.  If the action is via a 

mobile phone then the account holder of the phone becomes  

liable until they are 18.   

 

So do you know what you child is doing on social media? 

Head of Year 
 

Miss Marley  Year 7     - YEARSEVEN@gablehall.com 
 

Mrs Clark  Year 8    - YEAREIGHT@gablehall.com 
 

Mrs James  Year 9    - YEARNINE@gablehall.com 
 

Mr Decruz  Year 10  - YEARTEN@gablehall.com 
 

Mrs Harrington Year 11  - YEARELEVEN@gablehall.com 
 

Please note that parents should always contact their 

child’s form tutor in the first instance.  If you would 

then like to contact the head of year, please use the 

email above. 

Volunteering 
 

Do you have a few hours in the week you could spare to  

support your local school? 
 

Are you looking to gain experience working in a busy  
secondary school? 

 

We have lots of opportunities for you to gain or share your 
experience with our pupils, whether it’s helping in  

classrooms, typing letters, serving lunches, painting walls  
or more. 

 
Please email info@gablehall.com for the attention of  

Mr Walker to register your interest and we will be in touch. 

Parent Survey 

How are we doing? 
 

As a school we are always trying to improve what we do,  

especially when it comes to our parents and carers. I would be 

really grateful if you could take 10 minutes out of your busy days 

to answer our parent survey. 
 

Simply use the link below. Please do use the comments and  

suggestions box at the bottom to tell us how we can get better, 

the survey will remain open until Easter. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support, Mr Walker 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BBRMYBD  

Tours of Gable Hall School 

 

If you would like to have a tour of our school, please email  

info@gablehall.com with your selected date and time from the 

options below.   

 

You can also please book via our website under Community > 

Tour Our School and select your day and time from the  

options below: 

 

We can currently offer the following: 

Please only select from these times as there will not be a member 
of staff available outside of these times. 

Mr Evans - Principal 

Every Monday 9.30am and Every Friday at 13.55pm 
 

Mr Walker - Vice Principal 

Wednesday - Week 1, between 9.30am - 14.00pm 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BBRMYBD


 

 

Golden Threads 


