
 

 

Gable Talk Newsletter 

Enquiries:  01375 400800 info@gablehall.com 

Absence Line: 01375 400800 Ext 173 

Medical Bay: 01375 400800 Ext 151 

Website: www.ortugablehall.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OrtuGableHall 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/OrtuGableHall 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Monday 16th November to Monday 15th December 

Reverse Advent Calendar for Thurrock Food Bank 

 

Monday 23rd November 

Gable Hall Virtual Christmas Market goes live. 

 

Monday 30th November 

Year 10 & 11 Reports to parents this week 

 

Wednesday 2nd December 

Parent Forum - Via Zoom - 6.00pm 

 

Thursday 3rd December 

Year 11 Parents Evening - Via Zoom 

4.30pm - 7.30pm 

 

Monday 7th December 

Year 7, 8 & 9 Reports to parents this week 

 

Tuesday 8th December 

Year 12 Parents Evening - Via Zoom 

4.30pm - 7.30pm 

 

Friday 11th December 

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children 

 

Friday 18th December 

Last Day of Term - 1.00pm Finish 

 

Monday 21st December 

Christmas Holidays begins 
 

Return to School 

Monday 4th January 

Farewell to Mr Cobb 

 

In November we said a warm farewell to 

Mr Cobb, who retired after a very long 

service at Gable Hall School. 

 

Mr Cobb joined Gable Hall in 1975 as an 

aspiring science teacher.  It was here that 

he started his Gable Hall journey and soon 

became a very popular member of staff 

with students, staff and parents. 

 

In his more recent role, you would find Mr Cobb on the Gable 

Hall Farm.  He worked there every day, caring for the animals and 

making sure they were fed and watered. 

 

Mr Cobb did not only work alongside many of our current staff 

including Mr Evans, Mr Bunn, Mrs Feeney and Mrs Hendy.  But 

he also taught several staff and their families, as well as many 

other members of the local community and is remembered  

fondly by each and every one of them. 

 

We wish Mr Cobb every happiness 
in his well-deserved retirement. 
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Gable Hall Virtual Christmas Market 

 

The Gable Hall Christmas Market will go live on 

Monday 23rd November. 

 

The links for all the small businesses that are taking  

part will appear on the following: 

 

Website: http://www.ortugablehall.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OrtuGableHall 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/OrtuGableHall 
Share your Talent. 

 

Do you have a talent you would like us to shout about?  Or any 

recent achievements you would like to share? 

 

Please contact your child's Form Tutor or email us at  

info@gablehall.com with details and we will feature it in our 

next edition of Gable Talk. 



 

 

Student recognition…. 

Year 10 Food Technology 
 

Mrs Fitzpatrick and Mrs Twinn have been really impressed with 

the year 10 Food Technology students this term.  In their  

recent lesson, they successfully made profiteroles from choux 

pastry, which is not easy at all. 

 

These are photos of the profiteroles made by Mackenzie L. 

Danny B, Peter W, Kieron H, Faith B, and Samuel V. 

 

They smelt, looked and tasted delicious! 

Gable Hall Combined Cadet Force  

Remembrance Parade 

 

At 11 o clock on Wednesday 11th November The Gable Hall 

CCF, staff and students paid their respects to our armed forces. 

 

The CCF started with the Armistice Day Poem, followed by the 

playing of the Last Post. We then held a two minutes silence  

followed by Reveille. Finally a wreath was laid as a mark of respect.  

Food Department Recipe 
 

Sausage Rolls 

Ingredients 

450g/1lb Sausage meat (You can easily push the meat out from 

readymade sausages) 

450g/1lb Ready-Rolled puff pastry (or make your own  

shortcrust or rough puff pastry) 

1 Egg, beaten 

Salt & Pepper 

 

Method 

1. Preheat the oven to 200°C/400F/Gas Mark 6 

2. Put the sausage meat in a mixing bowl, add salt & pepper and 

mix until thoroughly combined. 

3. Roll the puff pastry out into a large rectangle, then cut into 

two long rectangles. 

4. Place a layer of sausage meat mixture down the middle of 

each pastry rectangle, then brush each with beaten egg, milk or 

water on one edge. 

5. Fold the other side of the pastry over onto the wet edge. 

Press down to seal and trim any excess.  Cut each pastry roll 

into 8-10 small sausage rolls. 

6. Place the sausage rolls onto a baking tray, glaze and transfer 

to the oven to bake for 15-20 minutes, or until crisp and  

golden and the sausage meat is completely cooked through. 

 

If you do decide to give this recipe a try, 

please send in a photo of  your child and 

the finished article for the next copy of 

Gable Talk to: info@gablehall.com for the 

attention of: Mrs Wheatley. 

 

Masterpiece of the Week 
 

Gracie R Year 11 Art.  
 

Art students are exploring the theme ‘identity’.  In their brief,  

students were asked to create a book cover that appeals to the  

14-16 demographic. The book cover will be trialled in different 

medias such as etching, printing and paint. Gracie attends  

cheerleading outside of school and has focused her project on her 

own identity. 



 

 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal for 

Changing Pathways 

 

This year we will once again run our Shoebox Appeal for  

Changing Pathways who provide free and confidential support and 

advocacy to individuals subjected to domestic abuse and stalking 

in Basildon and surrounding areas.   

 

If you would like to donate, please fill a shoebox with small 

Christmas gifts for a boy, girl or Mum.  Items must be new, but 

do not need to be expensive.  Your shoebox should be festively 

wrapped and please can you indicate the age range your box is 

aimed at. 

 

Filled boxes should be brought to your classroom, where they 

will be collected at the end of each week.  The deadline for  

shoeboxes is Friday 11th December. 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar for  

Thurrock Food Bank 
 

Starting on Monday 16th November, we will be running the 

Reverse Advent Calendar for donations for Thurrock Food 

Bank to help those less fortunate that are struggling at 

Christmas time. 

 

Classes will be asked for group donations so they can share who 

brings in what and on what day.  

 

This campaign will run until Monday 14th December.  

Other News…. 

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children 

 

On Friday 11th December, we will be taking part in Christmas 

Jumper Day to help raise money for Save the Children. 

 

Students are permitted to wear a Christmas theme jumper, this  

includes jumpers that have a Christmas logo or something that is 

sparkly and Christmassy. 

 

All other uniform, including trousers, skirts, blazers etc should  

be worn as usual on the day. 

 

We will ask for a voluntary donation of £1.00 from  

students on the day. 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal Gift Ideas 

Soaps Gloves 

Wrapped Sweets Hair Bands / Accessories 

Toothpaste / Brush Pens 

Scarves Notepads 

Small Toys Books 

Body Sprays Hats 

Hairbrush / Comb Nail Polish 

Lip Balms Pencils 

Cuddly Toys Highlighters 

New unopened packs of  

women’s underwear 
Magazines 

Crisp Packet Collection 

 

Did you know it takes 80 years for a crisp packet to  

decompose? Did you also know that 150 of them can be ironed 

together and turned into a survival blanket for a homeless  

person and will help to keep their sleeping bag dry and  

insulated? 

 

We are collecting crisp packets 

and sending them to the charity 

that will be making these blan-

kets. Please hand any crisp pack-

ets, washed first in warm soapy 

water, to Miss Latham, or at the 

office for her attention. 

 

This will run until 1st December. 

 

Classes will be asked to group donate so students do not have to bring in items every day. 



 

 

Notices and Information…. 

 Parent Surgery 

  

Parent Surgery will be available by appointment only on Monday 

evening via Zoom or telephone call. 

 

If you would like an appointment, please email: PA@ortu.org and 

advise who you would like your appointment with: 

 

Mr Evans - Principal 

 

Mrs Feeney - Senior Vice Principal 

For curriculum related queries 

Google Classroom Passwords 

 

To access Google Classrooms, please type “Google Classroom” 

into google, click on the link that will direct you to correct page. 

 

Your username is your satchel one (show my homework) 

username, followed by @gablehall.com and your password is your 

satchel one password, followed by ORTU. 

Head of Year 
 

Mrs Harrington Year 7     YEARSEVEN@gablehall.com 
 

Miss Gard   Year 8     YEAREIGHT@gablehall.com 

(Miss Marley Maternity leave) 
 

Mrs Clark  Year 9     YEARNINE@gablehall.com 
 

Mrs James  Year 10   YEARTEN@gablehall.com 
 

Mr Decruz  Year 11   YEARELEVEN@gablehall.com  

 

Please note that parents should always contact their 

child’s form tutor in the first instance.  If you would  

then like to contact the head of year, please use the 

email above. Student absence must be recorded on Studybugs 

 

If your child is absent from school, to ensure that the correct  

absent code is used, you must report via Studybugs. 

 

You can do this by either visiting the Studybugs website:  

https://studybugs.com/ or by downloading the Studybugs app.  

 

sQuid 
 

Did you know that you can set up an auto top  up on your child’s 

sQuid account, to ensure that they always have credit  

to buy lunch? 

 

To do this, follow these simple instructions: Login, Menu, Auto top 

up, manage top up, enable a top up, when balance drops below 

(select £5.00 or £10.00), Top up with  

(select £15.00, £30.00 or £50.00), Save. 

 

Each account has a spend cap of £5.00 per day.  If you would like 

to reduce this, please contact our Finance Department. 

 

Wearing of Face Masks 

 

Following government guidelines, all pupils and teachers in all 

of England's secondary schools and colleges are required to 

wear face masks in communal areas and corridors. 

 

Please can we ask that you supply your child with a mask to 

wear throughout the day. 

 

We must also insist that, students that arrive 

late and need to sign in at the main reception, 

put their mask on before entering the building. 

Please bring your own water 

 

Please can we ask parents to supply their child with a water 

bottle every day so that students do not need to ask to leave 

class during lesson for a drink. 

 

We recommend reusable bottles like these 

that are also good for the environment. 

Year 11 Parent Facebook Page 
 

There is now a Year 11 Facebook Page for Parents, run by parents.  

The aim of the page is to offer support during the students  last 

year of Gable Hall. 

 

Please either search: Gable Hall Year 11 parents or use the  

following link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/3242170262499193 

E-Safety Tips 

 

If you see something online that makes you feel uncomfortable, 

unsafe or worried: Leave the website, turn off your computer 

if you want to and tell a trusted adult immediately. 

Social Media 

 

Did you know that the legal age to have an account on the 

following social media sites is 13 years old? 

Facebook Instagram Snapchat Twitter YouTube Pinterest 



 

 

Inspire the next Generation…. 

Can you help Mr Evans and Gable Hall to inspire the next generation? 

 

For pupils, deciding what to do with their future is a momentous and difficult decision. 

 

We are asking professionals from all walks of life to record a short video outlining how they progressed after their school years. 

 

We would love to hear from everyone from all manner of professions. 

 

If you would be interested in taking part or know someone who might, please follow the guidelines outlined on the infographic to send 

us your story. 

 

If you are willing to take part or know of someone who might, please share the above information with them. 

 

Please be aware that you will not be able to send large video files to us directly via email.  We recommend using the file sharing  

website www.wetransfer.com to send your file to us.  The site is straight-forward to use, simply add your video in the "Add your Files" 

section. Then enter our email address CareersEvents@GableHall.com into the "Email to" box.  

 

Enter your own contact email into the "Your email" section.  Finally add a message into the box of the same name explaining your  

video if you need to do so. Hit "transfer" and the file will be on its way to us! You will receive an email confirmation from WeTransfer 

when we receive the email to download the file and another when we do download the file. 

 

Thank you for your time in taking part with this initiative to inspire our pupils. 

 

For more information, please see our website: http://www.ortugablehall.org/478/news/post/41/help-inspire-the-next-generation 


