
 

 

Gable Talk 

Ortu Gable Hall School Newsletter Issue 3 - Autumn Term Thursday 17th October 2019 

Congratulations to our Principal Mr Evans 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
I thought you would like to be amongst the first to know that after an extremely competitive 
selection process, Mr Ceri Evans has been appointed Principal of Ortu Gable Hall School. The 
selection process involved students, staff at several levels, the Gable Hall Local Governing 
Body and the Trust Board. A key message which emerged from the proceedings, was the 
strong support that he had received from the Parent body of Gable Hall School in his drive for 
excellence and we would like to thank you for that support. 
 
As you must already know, Mr Evans is determined for every child at Gable Hall to achieve 
their best and his commitment to working closely with his staff, you as parents and our com-
munity sets him fair for the bright future ahead.  
 
Please feel free to contact Mr Evans at school if you wish.  
 
Regards 
 
Dr S Asong  

Ortu Federation Ltd Chief Executive Officer  

 
 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 
 

Thursday 17th October 

BTEC Performance Night 

 

Last Day of Half Term 

Friday 18th October - 3.00pm 

Return to School 

Monday 4th November 

 

Friday 25th October 

Space Camp Trip 

Returns 

Sunday 3rd November 

 

Tuesday 5th November 

Year 11 Mock Exams Begin 

 

Wednesday 6th November 

Brilliant Club Launch Trip 

 

Saturday 9th November 

Performance Arts 10% Auditions 

9.00am - 2.00pm 

 

Thursday 14th November 

Celebration of Achievement 

Evening - KS4 

If your child has an appointment and 
needs to leave school early, please 
give them a note stating the time 
and who is collecting. 
 

Without a note, they will not be able 
to leave their lesson and this will 
add a delay to your leaving time. 
 
You are not required to 
call the office to confirm. 

Message from Mr Morgan - Head of KS3 
 

As we come to the end of the final week of this half term I would like to celebrate the  

excellent start that our students have made at Gable Hall School and especially to our year 7 

students who have completed their first 1/2 term.  There have been a number of successes 

both in and outside of the classroom which have been recognised by staff and duly celebrated.  

I want to take the opportunity to thank you for your support and wish you a restful break over 

the October half term.   



 

 

Isabel Dowson - Year 10 

 

Congratulations to 
Isabel who recently 
attended an  
International Judo 
Tournament, along 
with the England 
squad, held in Holland.  
 
Isabel was awarded a 
Bronze medal. 
 
Great achievement 
Isabel - Well done! 

Special Recognitions 

Gable Hall Litter Squad 
 
The Gable Hall Community Litter Team have been doing their bit 
to keep our community tidy. Year 7 students work towards their 
Community Service badge by giving back to the local area. 
 
If you would like the litter squad to visit your street please email 
Mr Walker - Vice Principal on info@gablehall.com 

Year 11 Mock Interview Day 

Wednesday 16th October was Year 11 Mock Interview Day at Gable Hall School. 
 
All of our students arrived looking very smart and professional. There were some nerves but this did not show when they were 

sitting with the interviewers.  They were praised by the volunteers with one saying “The students were first class and  
fantastic representatives for their school”. 
 
Congratulations to all the students on a very successful day and  we would also like to say a big thank you, firstly to all the  
volunteers that came in to interview our students and to Miss Merritt and Miss Perry for all the effort, organisation and hard 
work they put in. 
 



Other  News 

8A - Form Assembly 

 

Form 8A led the first Form Assembly of the year by  
celebrating Black History Week and it was  
phenomenal!   
 
They spoke eloquently and with maturity to a room so  
silent you could have heard a pin drop . 

Imperial War Museum Trip 

 

On Tuesday 15th October, 49 Year 7 students headed to the 
Imperial War Museum for a day of history investigation.  
 
During their visit the students spent time looking at  
artefacts from different periods of history.  They had the 
chance to sketch the objects and explore the history behind 
them, all whilst immersing themselves in the educational 
environment of the museum.  Some students got really  
involved and tried on some of the war time apparel worn 
by soldiers 
 
All of the students behaved wonderfully, with some of the 
museum staff commenting that as a school group, they 
were some of the best behaved children they had seen in a 
long time. They represented Gable Hall, their teachers and 
most of all themselves in a very impressive manner and 
were a truly lovely group to spend the day exploring history 
with.   All the staff had a great day with their groups and 
were very impressed with the number of questions asked 
and the engagement of the children.  The History  
Department is proud to have some inquisitive minds  
representing them out in the field!  

 

Practise every Tuesday from 

12:50-13:50 in the main school 

library. 

 

Come along and put your literature skills to the test! 

 

We will be entering the official ‘Kids Lit Quiz’ competition 

in November which means we are recruiting to find the 

best team ever!!   

 

Come along if you are in years 7 or 8 and want to  

represent our school at Civic Hall, Blackshots Lane Grays.  



 

 

“Blood Sweat and Tears” 

 

On Friday 11th October, 29 enthusiastic Cadets were looking forward to their first  

overnight expedition in Kent.  

 

On arrival the cadets’ first job was to put up their base (Harbour) for the overnight stay. 

The cadets had to put up their own Basher (Tent). This was an important lesson as the 

weather forecast for the night ahead was not good.  As the officers observed the cadets 

working together, it could be seen that new friendships were beginning to be formed 

and cadets from different schools were all helping each other.  Once they all  

successfully put their Bashers up, it was time for them to cook their evening meal of 

army supply rations.    

 

Following their meal, it was immediately onto the next task, the art of concealment 

(Camouflage), learning about shape, shadow and shine.  The two squads competed 

against each other to see how many of their opponents they could find in the shortest 

time. This really brought the two squads together and brought out their  

competitiveness.  2nd Lt Strickland was the winning squad and they enjoyed letting  

2nd Lt Heffron squad know this. 

 

In the evening as darkness fell, some cadets decided to get some sleep as 

they knew that every cadet would have to do a short 30min Stag (watch/

patrol) through the night. It was a tough night as it seemed to rain all night 

but the cadets coped with the conditions really well.  

 

At 06:00 all cadets and staff were up and ready to take part in a short warm 

up exercise before breakfast. Breakfast, again, was army supply rations.  Mid

-morning and it was time for debrief and to pack camp and clear the site.   

 

The last task for the recruits was navigation skills (map reading) and a  

cross-country march: 6/7 mile Tabbing. Each cadet took turns to navigate 

their way around the Kent countryside and it was at this time that real signs 

of leadership and resilience started to come through.  If a member of the 

unit was struggling, the other members of the unit encouraged and helped 

them.  2nd Lt Strickland’s unit was the first to arrive at the meeting point, 

having taken a short cut.  This time there was no show of victory, as the  

other units finished close behind and the cadets clapped them home and this 

continued as each unit returned.  There was a real sense of pride in what 

they had all achieved together.   

 

We would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all staff to say well done 

to every cadet.  New friendships and bonds have been made, leadership and 

resilience shown and every single cadet should be proud in what they 

achieved.  

 

If anyone is interested in joining this venture please contact either Sgt Russell 

at Gable Hall School or Lt Squires at Hassenbrook Academy for further details 

and an application form. 

Combined Cadet Forces (CCF) and Ortu Federation 



Student Sickness/Illness Procedure 
 
We advise students who feel unwell during the 
school day to inform medical bay in the first 
instance prior to calling their parents.   
 
We ask parents to  support us by 
liaising with the school before 
coming to collect their children.   

New Head of Years for  
September 2019 

 

Key Stage 3 Co-Ordinators 
YEARSEVEN@gablehall.com                     

(Miss Marley)  
YEAREIGHT@gablehall.com  

(Mrs Clark) 
YEARNINE@gablehall.com   

(Mrs James) 
 
 

Key Stage 4 Co-Ordinators 
YEARTEN@gablehall.com  

(Mr DeCruz) 
YEARELEVEN@gablehall.com  

(Mrs Harrington) 

 

Gable Hall School Latest News and most recent letters sent 
home can be found on our new school website:   

 

www.ortugablehall.org   

Homework Club 

 Homework Club runs everyday in the 

LRC, Monday to Friday: 
 

7:45am - 8.30am 

And 

3:05pm - 4:35pm 
 

Staff will be available to support you.  

There is no need to sign up, you can 

come along as you please.  Remember 

to sign in on arrival to earn CARR 

stripes. 
  

School rules apply whilst at  

Homework Club. 

HomeworkClub@gablehall.com.   
 

 

‘Ensure your children and you know how to stay private on social media’ 

As an adult, do you know that if you are ‘friends’ with your son or 

daughter on social media, but your privacy is not set to private,  

then other people could see you child’s information! 

E-Safety 

Introducing the new sQuid mobile app 
All sQuid account holders are now able to access the sQuid mobile app, 

which enables parents to pay for trips via mobile devices in addition to lunch top-ups. 

The app is available from your usual app provider by searching “sQuid” 

Parent Surgery 

  Monday 4th November  5.30pm - 7.00pm Mr Evans  

  Monday 11th November  5.30pm - 7.00pm Mr Evans 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT PARENT SURGERY WITH MR EVANS IS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY - 

PLEASE CALL SCHOOL OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT. 

 

  Monday 4th November  5.30pm - 7.00pm Mrs Feeney  

  Monday 11th November  5.30pm - 7.00pm Mrs Feeney 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY. 

 

Please ensure to keep us up-to-date with any medical conditions,  
allergies and medical investigations.  This is very important and will 
help us care for your children whilst they are in our care. 

If someone is looking after your child, it is a safeguarding requirement for 
parents / carers to let us know who that person is.  The school must always 
have an emergency contact for every child at all times. 

Asthma Pumps 
 
Please ensure that if your child suffers 
from asthma, they carry their inhaler 
with them at all times, especially with 
the cold weather that we 
are experiencing.   

Parking whilst  

collecting your child 
  
Unfortunately we have again 
had reports from neighbours about not 
only parents parking across their drives 
but sometimes parking on their drive! 
 
It’s safe to say that most of our parents 
park as they would wish someone to 
park outside their own homes. 
 
We have now reached a point where 
neighbours are appealing to the Local 
Authority to yellow line the entirety of 
local roads with obvious consequences 
for all at pick up time. 
 
Could we ask all of you, who will likely 
heed this request, to continue parking 
sensibly. 

 

Thank you. 

Book Covers For Sale 
 

Pupils can now buy A4 
Plastic covers for their 
exercise books.  This will 
help protect them, when 
they are brought home. 
 
These will be sold in the 
LRC and are £2 for 5  
covers. 

Nuts and Nut Products 
 

Please could we remind you 
not to send any nuts or nut 
products into school, as there 
are many students with  
severe nut allergies. These 
can, on occasion, be life 
threatening.  
 
Thank you 

Year 7-11 Girls Football 
 

Training is on Thursday, either 
on the MUGA or field  
Opposite so please wear  
appropriate footwear  
(Boots ideally). 
 
All fixtures and teams will be 
posted in PE. 
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